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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., anid read prayers.

BILL-BUNBUBY ELECTRIC LIGHT-
ING ACT AMENDMENT.

Read a third time and passed.

BILL-ELECTORAL DISTRICTS ACT

AMENDMRINT.

Second Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Ron. J. XW
Drew-Central) L4.3t5] in moving the second
reading said: This is a Bill to 6ix the basis
for a redistribution of seats in order to give
a more equitable r. epresentation to the peo-
pie. The measurt. does niot require any
lengthy explanation inasmuch as the whole
of the Bill, with the exception of one clause
and the schedule, izs identical with the Elec-
to-ral Districts Act of 1922, which had
a similar object in view. As in the
Act of 1922, the fixing of the boun-
daries is to ha left to electoral coin-
missioners, consisting of a judge of
the Supreme Court, the Surveyor Gen-
eral, and the Chief Electoral Registrar,
whose powers will he exactly the same as
they were under the previous legislation. In
the &sehargc of thvir task the commissioners
are required to tak:e into consideration comn-
miunity' of interest, means of communication,
distance from the- capital, physical features.
anid the existing boundaries of districts. The
margin of allowance whbich the commis-
sioners may make iii any of the areas is one-
fifth~ above or below, exactly the same as be-
fore. The portion of the State now com.-
prised within the electoral districts of Kim-
berley, Roeboun e, Pilbara and Goscoyne,
with snch modifIcations of boundaries as the
coin n is-i on rsq may think fit, is to he divided
into four electoral districts. There is one

(leparture from the legislation of 1922. In
that; ]egislation, apart from the North-West
districts, provision is made for four elec-
toral areas-theo metropolitan, the goldfields
central, the agricultural, and the mining.
The Bill reduces these four areas to three.
The G-oldfields Central lies been excised and is
included in miining and pastoral. It has been
considered unnectessary to have "mining",
under two different heads as it appears in
the present Act, becatuse owing to further de-
crease of popu la tion in th e in tervening period
the conditions are now very much the same
throu~gliout the goldfields. Taken as a whole,
these goldfields are not only remote from the
capital, but the population is scattered over a
wide stretch of territory, in portion of which
the jpastoral industry predominates. The
agricultural area is to remain the unit, as it
is flow. Under the existing Act two electors
in the metropolitan urea would be equal to
one elector in the agricultural area. Xhnt
provision has been departed fromn in this Bill,
and we make two electors in the agricultural
area equal to three in the metrop 'olitan area.
"One vote, one v'alue ~ is a principle which it
is difficult to argue against. But in a State-
lie this, in whieh, the population is spread
thinly, over a large extent of country, at
long distancs from the scat of Government
and fromn their ports as well, the application
of that principle could not, withl wisdom, lie
enforced even in the interests of the thickly-
peopled centres of the State. For it stands
to reason that lock of adequate representa-
tiolL or these remote electorates wouldf per-
haps be reflected in a failuzre to recognise
fully the neeessity of developing the indus-
trios in these outback places, anid conse-
quently the interests of the State. as a, whole
would suffer. At thre samie time it is possible
to go too far in writing down, as it were, the
power of the franchise in the aggregate.
when each elctor's i-e hasz the samne weight
at the polls no matter where he or she re-
sides. I have pointed out that, under the
Bill, two electors in the agricultural area will
have afs MUCh reCpresentation as three in the
metropolitan area. In pursuance of the same
principle, one elector in the mining and
pastoral area wtill be equal in political
strength to two in the agricultural area. A
I have already stated, rhe outer areas
are largely pastoral nowv. They are

nmany hundreds of miles from the
capital, and offer all the disadvant-
ages inseparable from their conditions.
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It mnight be said that one or two of the main
centres should not enjoy the quota proposed
by the Bill. But it must be remembered
that their population has been steadily de-
clining since 1922, and that there is no
stronger reason for treating them differ-
ently front the other mining districts than
there would be to treat les favourably
those agricultural districts which are within
a stone's throw of the capital. Let me ex-
plain the Bill in another way. There are
214,689 electors enrolled for the Legislative
Assembly,' and of those 108,866, or more
than half, reside in the metropolitan area.
Tinder the Bill the average number of eec-
tors in the metropolitan area entitled to a
scat will be 6,404. 'The minimum, allowing
for the one-fifth below that under the Bill
there could be in any metropolitan district,
would be 5,124. On -the other hand the
maximum, the one-fifth above, would he
7.684. The number of members elected
uinder these conditions would be 17, as
against 12 now. In the agricultural dis-
tricts the number of electors is 86,749, and
there the average number in each electorate
would be 4,131-as against 6,404 in the
metropolitan area-with a minimuim of
3,305, and a maximnui of 4,957. The num-
ber of seats will be 21, the same as at pre-
scnt. In the mnining and pastoral area there
are 15,830 electors, the average being 2.000,
the minimium tinder the Bill 1,583, and, simi-
larly, the maximumy 2,375. The number of
members would %be eight, or a reduction of
five on the present number. In the northern
district the numuber of electors is 3,238 with
fouir seats, giving an average number for
the four of 800. .So that if we start at the
north, there are 800 voters per seat: comn-
ig down to the goldfields, the number is
2.000 for each sent; coming still further
down to the agricultural area. the number
is 4,000, and in the metropolitan area, it
is 6,400. When the commissioners re-
arrange the boundaries, they a Fre required to
make a report to the Minister charged with
the administration of the Electoral Act. and
that report has to be laid before both Houses
of Parliament. A Bill must then be intro-
ducled for the purpose of a redistribution
of seats in accordance with the re-adjust-
inent of the boundaries; and the Bill, if
passed. will come into operation on a day
to be fixed by proclamation. T move-

T-int the Bill be now read a second tine.

HON. E. H. HARRIS (North-East)
[4.36): I move-

That the debate he adj~ouraed until Tuesday
next,

Motion put and a
following result:-

Ayes
Noes

Majori ty for..

Akiwi.

Hon. J. Cornell I
Hon. 3T. T, Franklin I
H on. W. T. Olasheen I
Hon. V, Hamereiry I
Hon. E. H. Harris I
Hon. 0. A. Kempton I
Hon. Sir W. Lstblaln I
Hon. A. Lovekin

division taken with the

10

5

on,. W. J. Mann
in. E. Rose
in. H. Sedon
in. H-. A. Stephenson
nO. H. Stewart
,n. Sir E, Wittenom
in. H. J. Yeiland

(Tael,' 3

Noss.
Helo. J. R. Drown Hon. G. W, Miles
Han. J. M. D~rew Hon. A. J, H. Saw
ton. 3. Ewing I-on. C? 13. WilliaMS

Ho n. G0. Fraser Hon. E. H. H. Hall
Hon. E. H. Gray (Teller.)
Hon. W. H4. itson

Mfotiou thus passed: the debate ad-
joun ed.

BILL--LAND TAX AND INCOME TAX.

Second Reading.

Debhate resumned from the 8th November.

HON. H. SEDDON (North-East) [4.50]:
The thought strikes one in reading the Bill
As to Whether it is not premature, in view
of the fact that the Estimates in connection
with the State finances for the current
financial year provide for a deficit of
£04,000, We do not know what factors
were taken into consideration by the 'Trea-
surer in arriving at that estimate. We
WHYL3 be sure that the Premier has endear-
cured, as a Treasurer should, to balance the
State finances. As the result of his con-

ieration of the question, he arrived at the
d~ecision that he had to budget deliberately;
for a deficit of £94,000. If that is the posi-
tion, then T think the whole question of
taxation should be reconsidered from that
!Ioint of view. I am aware that this House
has no power to amend a taxation measure,
hut we can express our opinions as the re-
llresRentahivcs of the people on a budget that,
uinder existing conditions, provides for such
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a large deficit. There is the question of
what further action should be taken regard-
ing that deficit. If it is intended to meet
the expected budget out of the revenue of
a subsequent year, woruld it not be more
sounid business to endeavour to balance
revenue and expenditure at present rather
than to defer it until a year when the posi-
tion may possibly be worse?

Ron. W. T. Glasheen: Do you suggest
balancing by mneans of increased taxation?

Honl. H. SEDDON: I have mentioned
that as one phase of the Bill tbat may be
considered. Perhaps the hon. member may
have other suggestions to offer regarding
the balancing of revenue and expenditure.
There is another factor that enters
into it. If we are to fund the deficit as in
the past, there will be a burden to be im-
posed upon the people that will be vastly
different from that imposed upon thenm
hitherto. The Financial Agreement pro-
vides that any deficit funded shall carry a
sinking fund of 4 per cent., so that the
people of Western Australia will be landed
with a burden of 5Y4 per cent, interest to-
gether with 4 per cent. sinking fund, or a
charge of 91/i per cent. that will be iamposed
upon them, because they (lid not meet their
obligations whent they incurred them. It is
from that standpoint that I will deal with
the matter, and I wish to produce some
figures to show how the Bill will affect our
financial positioan. I would refer lion. inea-
hers to the return-, placed before us in con-
nection with the Budget. If they look at
Return Ye. 2, they will notice some inter-
esting figures in connection with taxatioa.
I would also like to quote some figures 1
hanve taken out reg-arding production, which
I have culled from the "Statistical Ab-
stract." If hon. nmemhers refer to the year
1921, they will find that in that year the
value of the agricultural production of the
State amiounted to £6,926,532, whereas the
income tax collected in that year amonunted
to £334,320. Hon. members will remember
that 1921 was a, bad year from anr agricul-
tural standpoint. In 1922 the value of
agricultural production was assessed at
£6,495,948 and the income tax collected
amounted to £320.874. Then I will mention
the years 1924 and 1925. The former year
resulted in g-reater agricultural production,
which wai valued ait £C11,183,727, and in that
year the income tax collected reprexented
£502,265. In 1925 the produqtion from

agriculture again dropped, and the value is
Pgiven as £9,754,956, while the income tax
collected in that year amounted to £478,642.
At the beginning of this year, cstimates
issued by the Statistical Department indi-
cated that we would secure a 40,000,000
bushel crop. The revised estimates that
were is ,ued the other day show that it is-
now anticipated there will be a 30,000,000
bushel crop.

Hon. H. A. Stephenson: I don't think
we shall get that.

lion. H. SEDDON : Last year the acre-
age under wheat was 2,571,187, whereas the
acreage this year is said to be 2,998,430.
xAre have been given to understand that the.
price of wheat this year, in all probability,
will he considerably lower than the price-
obtained last year. There i; every indica-
tion, therefore, that the country's income-
fromn that standpoint will he considerably
affected by the ag-ricultural position, and I
think every bon. member realises the fact
that Western Australia, more than any
other Statc, depends upon primary produc-
tion for its income. If these predictions
prove correct, the revenue will be consider-
ably affected. Unlces the Premier- has takeir
these factors into consideration in framing
the Budget-I contend it was prepared be-
fore the position was known-it wvitL he
found that the estimated deficit will be a
long wa 'y out. Instead of hanving a deficit
of £94,000, we may have a deficit amounting-
to a much larg-er figure. In that event we
may find ourselves landed with a greater
adverse balance, one that ivc may find diffl-
cult to face next year. From that stand-
loint I think it is right for us to question
the basis upon which the Estimates were
arrived at, and to as;k whether tHe Bill will
meet the conditions we shiall hiave to face.
T would draw attention to a pnint raised hr
the Premier in another plaice whelic e said
that hie had been disappointed with the re-
tiara hie had received from the income tax.
He advanced in explanation of the reduc-
tion in returns under that heading. that it
wva; due, in his own opinion and in the
opinion of the Commissioner of Taxation,
to the fact that many busines-ses had been
ooin-rired into limlited liability Companies.
I think there -is another factor that has
operated, and which the Premier did not
mention. I think it has had a derided effect
upon returns from income tax. I believe
farmers will support me when I say it i-;
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recognised that the cost of production in
our primary industries has been increasing.
As those costs have increased, it muit be
recognised that inevitably the taxable in-
cuirlt: Will be zamaller per head. This maLy
have had a decided effect apon the reduced
return;s from income tax. Taking all these
p)oints into consideration, I think the House
would he well advised to a ~k the Chief Sec-
retary to reply to them, and before doing
so, to confer with the Government as to
whether it is not desirable, in order to meet
the expenditure niext year, to revise the
E~stimates and, if necessary, to revise the
taxation proposals in order to balance our
finances now, rather than to defer doing so
until the position may be more difficult to
meet from the returns that will be received.
Under these conditions, T will defer deciding
upon my attitude towards the Bill until I
hear the Chief Secretary ia reply.

HOWl H STEWARUT (RntIh-Enctl

[.5.0]: -1 moveC-
That the debate he adjourne

Motion put, and a divisi
the following- result:-'

Ayes
Noes

Majority for

Arab
Hon. l. Mwing
Hon. J,. T'.Faki
H-on. W. T. Olasheen
Hons. E. H. Harris
Hon. G. A. Ketapion
non. Sir W. ILatblalo
Hon. A. Lovekia
Hon. WV. J1. Mann

Mon. 3. R. Browrn
Hon. J. Cornell
Ho13. J. Mi. Drew
Hon. E. H. Oray
lion. E. H. H. Hall

Hion.
Hons.
R on.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.

Hon.
H.
Honn.

Motion thus passed: ti
journed.

BfLJ.-PROFITEE RING

Second Reading-Amen
,months) earns

Debate resumed from the

HON. A. J. H. SAW (M
urban) [5.5]: 1 think the
gratulate the Honorary 'Mi

manner in which he introduced the Bill;
for 1 am sure we all detected a note of
apology running through the hon. members,
speech as he moved the second reading.

Hun. E. H. Harris: And it was due, too.
idon. A. J. HI. SAW:. Undoubtedly it

was. For the Honorary Minister was a
mnember of a commission appointed in 1925
to inquire into the desirability of price-
fixing-; and that commission carried on its
proceedings over a very long period, held
innumerable sittings, travelled, I think,
from Dan to Beersheba, and finally the
mountain groaned in labour and broughbt
forth a mouse. The commission produced
a perfectly innocuous report, in the course
of which it said-

There is no evidence of general excessive
profit-malinLg on the part of merchants and re-
taiters eugaged in the distribution of ordinary
household commodities, af such a. nature as to
wvarrant the introduction of price-fixing in the
*tate.

Having Suibscribed to a report of that kind
inl 1925, and there being no evidence that

di. any other condition of affairs exists to-day
on taken with than existed in 1025, the Honorary I~rinis-

ter, I can quite understand, would bare an
16 a1pologetic note in his voice when he moved

*. .. 10 the second reading of the Bill.
- Hon. E. II. Harris: And that report fol-

* . 6 jawied on a thousand pages of evidence
- taken!

Hon. A. J. B. SAW: After a longf in-
F. RosMes terval the Government have transformed

H. SeddOD this report of the Prices Riegulation Conm-
H- A. Stepbensaon mission into the Bill before the House.
H. Stewart They, might have transformed this mouse

Sir 2. Witteconri[ into .a lion or a tiger, animals which, ai-
H. S. Telland
v. Hamneruley though they may strike terror intoou

(Teller.) hearts, yet compel our admiration on ac-
count of their courage and strength. But

W. H. Kitsn instead of doing that, the Goernment have
J. Nieboison transforned th'is moose into what I mnight

C. H' Silaws call a veritable jackal which, I understand,
C. Fraser is an animal that hunts only in packs and

(Tiler.) attacks small game, preferring in fact to

he debate ad- feast on the game that has been killed by
nobler aniznals. This is one of the foolish
Bills that the Government from time to

PREVE!NTION. time introduce into Parliament.
dinnt ixHon. H3. Stewart: Because there is n

d0Jn. (i Legislative Council.

Hon. A. J. H. SAW: I think we may
6th November. sometimes wonder what is the motive that

etropolitan-Sub- underlies the G-overnment's action in doing
House can eon- so. One might suggest that they proceed
n~ster upon the somewhat on the principle of the young
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mother who, ou the advice of some grand-
dam, gives a crust to the infant. The Gov-
ernment give their political majority in
another place a mouldy but rather hard
-crust on which to cut its political milk
teeth, knowing full well, as Mr. Stewart
hits suggested by interjection, that when
the Bill comes into this Chamber members
here will masticate it with what I might
term their wisdom teeth. There may he
another motivc underlying the action of the
Government. This may be merely a win-
dow-dressing procedure. Sir William Lath-
lain, in discussing the Bill, alluded to the
custom that traders have of putting forth
some special line by which to attract cus-
tomers into their shops. Sir W\illiam men-
tioned that one of those lines might be
Eno's fruit salts, which I understand on
the assurance of Mr. Nicholson is a
superior article. But this article which the
Gov-ernmuent are pu~shing forward is a
-shodd 'y and flimsy article, although never-
theless to some customers it has a some-
what attractive appearance. But 1 fancy
it is so flimsy that on examination it will
fall to pieces. Ev'erybody except the pres-
ent Government knows that when the sup-
ply is short, that is to say, when the de-
nmand increases and the supply of an article
remains stationary or perhaps recedes, then
the price rises. This rise of prices, as a
matter of fact, is a salutary process. Al-
though it ma 'y perhaps occasionally seem
-rather hard, it is salutary because it ad-
vertises to everybody engaged in the trade
that there is a shortage in some particular
article; and therefore it holds out the hope
that if they procure more of it, or produce
more of it, they will get an increased pro-
fit and so it will he worth their while to
supply the demnand that has arisen. In other
words, rising prices stimulate production
,and so, paradoxically enouigh, by stimula-
ting production cause a reduction in price.
We have seen that process in reference to
wheat. In consequence of a rise in price
there has been an increased supply of
wheat from Western Australia, from Can-
ada and from America. Unfortunately
that increased supply of wheat has not ex-
tended to Russia. But it is the response
of those countries I have enumerated to
the demand, it is becauise of the increased
demand that they have brought about an
increased production. And as soon as the
production comes near to the demand, then

of course prices begin to fall. If the see-
ond reading of this Bill should pass this
Rouse-I do not for a moment think it will
-1 will propose to amend the title of the
Bill to "A Bill to Restrict Production." We
have seen in the newspaper to-day exactly
what has happened in the Ukraine in con-
sequence of a measure something like this
price-fixing- Bill. To-day the Ukraine,
which "'as the granary of the world, is on
the verge of starvation. The Bill is a wide-
reaching one. If members will study its
lprovisions, they will see that it embraees
every trade, every profession, in fact every
industry in every walk of life, under the
definition of ''commodi ties." Those pro-
visions include transport, and the Honor-
ary Minister told us that they include also
rents.. The 'y include any service to the pith-
lie, and so they bring everything within the
purview of the Bill.

Hon. A. Lovekin: Not timber.
l1on. A. J. Hi. SAWN: I should imagine

that people who supply timber render some
service to the public. I maintain that the
scope of the Bill includes even the Arbitra,-
tion Court and the niembers thereof, for
even they think they render some service
to the publc. To my mind the Bill eon-
stitirtes a higher authority than the Arbi-
tration Court and will give the Government,
through a casual prices commissioner whom
they may appoint to-day and sack to-mar-
row-for the Honorary MLIinister told us it
is proposed that the commissioner shall be
appointed omily from time to time-it will
give the Government powver in that way to
l evy- an impost on all industry.
Though I have compared this Bill with a
,jackal, I think there is a good deal of the
rnw: iii it. In fact, I think we may say it
is a wolf in the jackal's clothing. Nor has
there been any demand for the Bill. The
only demand the Honorary Mfinister could
inform us of was from the Housewives'
Association.

The Honorary Minister: Not at all.
Hon. A. J1. H. SAW: That was the only

one I heard instanced on the floor of the
Houise. The 'Housewives' Association is very
well known to me: I know a great number
of its menmhers. They, I understand, have
a quarrel with the bakers.

Hon. R. H. Gray: A just quarrel.
Hon. A. J. H. SAW: If they have a quar-

rel with the bakers, the remedy lies in their
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own hands, because it is within their power
to make their own bread.

Members: Hear, hear!
Hon. A. J, H. SAW: A good many of

mny friends who pride themselves on their
baking of bread are good enough occasion-
ally to send me a sample of their industry,
and I can assure members that as a rule
it is much superior to the boughlt article.

The Honorary Minister: Do not yon
think there is room for improvement in such
circumstances V

Hon,. A. J. H. SAW: The Honorary Min-
ister was a memnber of the Commission that
made inquiries a few years ago, and I have
already quoted portion of the report.

Hon. E. H-. Gray: That industry was not
then so had as it is to-day.

Hon. A. J. H. SAW: The housewives5
have the remedy in their own hands; they
could bake their own bread or combine with
their nei.-hbours so that one could bake it
this week and another next week, and so
they could defeat any unjust dealing- on
the part of the bakers.

H~on. J. R. Brown: Thiey could not make
their owkn groceries.

Hon. A- J. H. SAW r, At the moment we
-ire dealing with bread.

Hon. J1. R. Brown: We are dealing with
profiteering.-

Hon. A. ' . H4. SAWV: According to the
Honorary -Minister there is no profiteering.

Man oftheladies cmlprisingl the House-
wives' Association are well known io me and
I believe they exhibit all the domestic vir-
ttues, hut the Goveruinet in introducing this
Bill have displayed a lamentable ignorance
of the first principles of political economy.

HON. SIR EDWARD WITTENOOM
(North) [5.18] : I simply rise to express m 'y
astonishment that the Government should
havc submitted a Bill of this kind to the
House, especially in view of the Honorary
Minister's statement, which Dr. Saw has
quoted, that there has been no profiteering
and onl evidence of profiteering.

The Honorary Minister: I did not make
that statement.

Hon. A. . 1. H.aw: But the Commission
of which the Honorary Mfinister was a mem-
her did.

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTPINOOM'.%: Ac-
cording to notcs I have taken, the Honorary
Minister said that no commodity' is at pre-
sent sold at too high a price. hut it mayv h.

and Lhcretore it would he well to appoint
a commissioner. The Commission said there
was no evidence of general profiteering,
but the Honorary Minister considers that
for fear there igh-t be, a commissioner
should be appointed to inquire into the
prices of various commodities. I do not
think we need rake the Bill seriously. Mem-
bers might be inclined to take it seriously
were not they convinced, as I am, that it
has been sent to this House for one purpose,
and that is for us to [hrow it out and make
good ammunition for the Government.

Hon, E. Ii. Harris: For political pur-
poses.

Hlon. Sir EDWVAlD WITTENOOM1: I
have nothing mnore to say except that I shall
vote against the second reading.

HON, J. NICHOLSON (Metropolitan)
[.5.20] ; This Bill does not require very ex-
tensive debate. After the light that has
been thrown upon it b 'y Dr. Saw, I think
members must feel convinced of the futility
of suchi a measure. The whole que;tiou re-
solves itself into anl economic one. We have
heard that the Premier has lamented the
fact that he has not derived as much as he
aniticilpated from that Source of revenue
known as income tax. Whatever ground
he nai'y have had for his lamient in the patst,
[ venture to predict that if such a Bill as
this passed into law, the Government of the
dlay would regret that they had ever been so
foolish as to introduce it. One has only to
look at two or three clauses of the Bill to
realise that. instead of income tax proceeds
increasing, there would he a very serious
diminution in the profits of busineOs con-

cerns and in the sucess of people eng- aged
'a business. Let me refer to one or two of
the elauses. The definition of "comnnodity"
is, so wide, asi has been pointed out hi' Dr.
Saw, that it min' htb inelude almnost anything
and everything. It is calculated to ho. wide
enough to embrace all sorts of service%.

Hon. J1. Cornell: Even the lc-1al profe,-
CiaM.

Hon. J1. NICHOLSON: Yes, and the
meil1 profession, and probably even the
Ferviees of politicians.

Hon. A. Lavekin: I do not see that it
includesc bricks and timber, in which indus;-
tries the Government trade.

Won. -J. MOTHOLSON: Then the hon.
member cannot have appreciated the full
interpretation of the word "lcommodity" in
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the Bill. It is quite true that "timber," i~s
not specifically mentioned. According to the
definition, "commodity" includes-

(a) Any article of food or drink for man
or for any domesticated animal,

Hon. A. Lovekin: Where are the bricks
and timber?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: The definition
continues-

(b) Coal, firewood, coke, kerosene, petrol or
other fuel; (e) Any article of clothing or ap-
parel for man; (d) Any article which enters
into or is used in the composition or prepar-

.4lien of tiny of the foregoing conmmodities;
(v ) AgriculItural imnplemients, fertilisers and
seeds for sowing; (f) Any public utility and
in p~articular, %%ithout limiting the general ity of
this; expression, the supply of light, heat and
power; g) Freights and transport chatrges.

I think Mr. Lovekin will realise that timber
and other things would conic under the next
paragraph-

(Ii) Al! goadls, wares or merchandise or ser-
vitL ruirdvred to. the public, or othier things
whlich. ly3 a proehimution under this Act, are
declared to ibe vcen'modities to which this Act
appjlies.

All that is neces sary is for a simple pro-
elamntion to be made that the Act shall
apply to timber or any other article, and it
%il be brought within the scope of the
measure.

H-on. A. Lovekin: Could you say that
bricks camne under that?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: If once bricks
were proclaimed, the 'y would come under the
measure. Anything could be proclaimed, no
matter what it wasi& It is difficult to say
exactly how wide the scope of the Bill is,
but that it ii extensive is obvious from the
definition I have read. There is another
serious aspect to be considered. Let us look
it the measure from the economic stand-
point. A trader engages in business in
order to make profit. He wants to turn over
his good%, and it is said that competition is
the life of trade.

The Honorary Minister: What if there is
no competition?

Hon. G. W. Miles: There are a lot of
bakers here, anyhow.

Hon. J. NICHFOLSON: I know very few
arts or trades in which there is no competi-
tion.

Ron. J1. Cornell: I wish there was no
competition in politics.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Whenever it is
found that there is a poslsibility of making

j.rotits, the tuitibet of people who seem to
sift out the profitable undertakings is extra-
ordinary, anid in place of one or two enjoy-
ing the profits that night be reasonably ex-

pected by a tow, many people seek to share
them. We have only to consider how busi-
ties ~es have nuiltiplied. Take garages: their
niumber throughoult the State is legion.
One can move hardly more than a. few yards
without finding a garage, and there is a
petrol howser at the corner of almost every
street.

H-on. WV. T. Glasbeen: Do You maintain
that so many of them make for cheapness?

Hon. H. Stewart: No: they make for
insolveneies.

lHon. J1. TNICHOLSON: We ran take it
for granted that not only with personts en-
gaged in the business of niotor eng-ineers but
with suppliers of petrol and such like, the
greater the nunmher, the more cutting of
priice~s ther would be.

Hion. J1. Cornell: Surel y the lion. mem-
her does not infer that there is ompetition
between the bowsers.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: No. b ut the
multiplicity of bowsers would probably in-
dulc a cuitting of prices in order to secueni
trade. It is the natural outcome of compe-
tition. So it is with anyv other business; I
care not what the nature of thme business
may be. My contention is that anyone who
eniters into tradle expects to make at profit.

Hon. H. A. St-phenson: He is often
disappointed.

Hon. J. NICHOTLSON: Quite so; hut if
a man is fortunate enotiwh to make a profit,
it is reflected in no more prominent. place
than his income tax, returns, and thus the
Governmnrt secure a benefit. If business is
restricted by' the imoposition of price-fixing,
what will the natural outcome be? A
ghrinkare, and a very serious shrinkage, in
the volulme of buisiness transacted. That
will react to the obvious detriment of the
Gove'rnment. so that every member who op-
roses this Bill is a greater friend of the
Covcrnnient than is one who supports it.

Hon. J. H. Brown: The man who opposes
it is not on the bread line.

Hon. J1. NICHOLSON: The hon. member
thinks he is not on the bread line.

Rion. J. Cornell: le sug-eested that yen,
were not on the bread line.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: If this measure
ivere passed. man 'y neople might be on the
broad line or even below it for the simple
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reason that iitstead atf there being emnploy-
mnent for inour. as there is at present in

inierous places of business, there would be
fewer opportunities. 11' any measure was
ever ealcuiled to create unemployment, this
one is, and we should lie doing wrong if we
passed it.

Hon. J. Ii. Bron- Wec had a measure
like it before.

Hon. J .- NICHOILSON : I ani glad the
lbon. member has reminded ine of it.

lion. J1. R. Brown : It WAs, all right then.
Hon. J. NICHOLSON: The pr ice-fixing

hoard, to which the lin. mneiber alludes.
resulted in very little good. It was
appointed ait a time of emergency and it
is doutful whether it would not have been
better to have left prices just exactly as
the trade regulated themt.

Hon. C, B. Williamns: Did it cause unemn-
ployment?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: i did not hell)
employment. hut the conditions that existed
ait the timne do not obtain now. Therefore
there is not the samec demand for a similar
ineasure nlow as existed then. If the volume
of bu-siness is to be restricted, the result
will lie that mnerchants will refuse to import
goods because ili they have to be bound by
prier-fixing, they "ill find it impossible to
carry onl their operations and show a rea-
sonable profit. The mnore we encourage
business here, the better will it lie for every-
one, hut when we find such clauses ais Cluse
'12 iii the Bill, the position will hie intoler-
able. Clause 12 reads-

W1here tihe Commnissioner considers that aim
commod'ity, which in his opinion should he dits-
tinhered for pulIt- usc, is being withheld fron
sale, lie may so report to the 'Minister. The
Governor inav tleuipon, hy notice in time

Gfltz.tt,'" :itliorisc the seizure and dlistri-
butin of such c-ornunmoity b.y the Commissioner,

ayn therefor tile declairedl price less such
sill~, as lie thiulks reasonale to rover thL e-
t'cases4 of seizulre and distribution; and an-y
Iwrs-on at-timg undler the authority of the Corni-
lissioppl.a 1 eniter 4n1 i lace. inl which such
':onuicdih is (r is suspeted to tic niii ulse
sobl foreva l: ieN b noeesar.

To give anyone such power as is proposed
by that clause would create a condition of
affairs that would seriously injure trade in
the State.

flon. H. A. Stephenson: It is done in
only one part of the world.

H~on. J. NICHOLSON: I think the hon.
mnember is right. We hare the example of
the Motherland, with all its disadvantages.
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it one mnay say so, arising out of free trade,
and the difficulties it has to face in that
respect; yet we do not find there price-
fixing legislation such as is proposed here.
I hope the Government, for their own sake,
will recognise that if they expect to make
revenue by means of income tax, land tax,
or in any other way, they will not achieve
their end with legislation such as this in
existence. I could comment on quite a num-
her of the clauses in the Bill and show how
seriously their operation would affect the
welfare of the State. Sufficient has been
said to dlemonstrate that this House would
be acting unwisely if it car-ried the Bill. I
intend to vote against the second reading.

RON. J. CORNELL (South) [5.34]: It
look's as if the Bill were going to have a
rough passge, for very few appear inclined
to give it reference. rt is iilV intention to
support the second reading. Probably one
could detain the House for hours on the
subject of the lnw of supply and demand

adtile economnies of trade, but let us take
the principle advanced by the Honorary
Minister, It was; that the commission that
inquired into prices of commodities in 1025
found that there was no necessity for any
unduc action in regard to prices, indeed
For an v action at all.

The Honorary Minister: That is hardly
correct.

I-Ion. -1. CORNELL: There many have been
ksolated cases, hut generally speaking- the
position was satisfactory in respect of
prices; otherwise the commission would not
have mnade the recommendatioa they did,
and action would have been taken. The Min-
ister did not cite any specific illustrations of
profiteering. Personally.. I do not like the
word "profiteering," and when the Bill is
in Coinmittee I shall move an amendment
to alter the Title.

Hon. G. Wv. Miles: We shall never get
into Committee on the Bill.

Hlon. J. COR1NELL: The word "Profit-
eerin g," was first used in respect of trade
during the war, and I think we can substi-
tutLa somtething dlifferent at the present time.
The Honorary Mfinister told us that it was
not proposed to enforce the mezasure unless
there was actual necessity for it.

Hon. H4. Seddon: Then it will not he of
anY ulse.

Hon. J. CORNELL: That is not our busi-
ness: it will he the Government's funeral.
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If it will not be of any use, thal will be
evidence of faulty drafting. Anybow, the
Honorary Minister told us that only in ex-
treme eases would the measure be put into
force. Then its existence will be like an-
other institution.

Hon. A. J. H. Saw: The mental asylum.
Hon. J. CORNELL: No ; an in-

stitution that often keeps a lot of
us out of the asylum-the police force.
I take it from what the Honor-
ary Minister said that the Bill, if
passed, will remcaint on the statute-book
just as the laws relating to the con-
trol of the police force; that is to
say, if it is necessairy to enforce it,
it wvili be enfore.ed. After all, what is the
police force for? Mlerely to keep the peace.
The police force does not function until there
has been a breach of the peace. That is how
I view the Bill we tire discussing and if it
was the intention of any'. Government, with
such a measure on the statute-book, to en-
force it without full inquiry, it would .be an
act of imbecility. I will admit that such an
Act, if it were in existence, would have a
salutary effect on some individuals in this
comimunii , and it would be the only way
by which we could get at them. Fortunately
there are only few suchi people.

Hon. E. H. Gray: There are many of
them.

Hon. J. CORNELL: The hon. member
must have mixed in company totally dif-
ferent from that which I keep. There are
only a few wvho, with such legislation in ex-
istence, could he brought to book or run to
earth. It is generally conceded that all our
laws are so framed as not to look after the
honest: and it is safe to say that 60 per cent,
of the community need no law, need no police
to wateb them.

Ron. A. Iovekin: Could you give us a
concrete instance of profiteering to-day?

Hon. J. CORNELL: Yes, though it may
not he called profteering. It may he called
scientific manipulation of trade--I refer to
the liquor trade. What has happened is that
the price remains the same but the size of the
pint pot has been reduced to half.

Hon. J. Nicholson: There is a regula-
tion in regard to the glass.

Hon. J. CORNELL: That is one concrete
illustration of what appears to be profiteer-
ing.

Hon. J. Nicholson:- But the size of the
glass is regulated by statute.

Hon. J. CORNELL: I am not telflg
about the glass; I am talking about the
pint-pot,

Hion. A. J. 11. Saw: The pint-pot has
been made smaller?

Hon. J. CORNELL: Before the war in the
liquor trade there was the standard pot,
01r what was known as the pint pot-the Im-
perial pint of 16 ozs. Thle pot now contains
about 8 eas., but there is little difference in
the combined weight, hut what it contains
is just half what it was before the 'war.

Honi. E. H. Gray: The beer is better.

Hon. J. CORNELL: I will extend an open
invitation to Dr. Saw to come to Boulder with
inc when it is 110 in the shade, and I will
then demonstrate to him what the pint pot
really is.

Hon. Sir William Lathlain: Why not
invite all the House; why limit the invita-
tion to Dr. Saw?

Hon. J. CORNELL:- If the hon. member
will run loose for a while, I shall have much
pleasure in inviting him also. I intend to
support the second reading, of the Bill be-
cause there should he some such legislation
on the statute-book.

HON. H. SEDDON (North-East) [5.42]:
I must express considerable disappointment
because tip to the present time, with the
exception of the remarks made by the Min-
ister introducing the Bill, and Mr. Cornell.
"'ho supported it, I have not heard a voice
in favour of the Bill. Legislation against
profteering is a plank of the Labour
platform. For years we have heard all
sorts of statements made by Lahour repre-
sentatives with regard to profiteeringc and
what should be done to control it. The
subject is supposed to he one on which
every Lahnour man is an authority, yet to
to the present time we have not heard a
word in support of the Bill. from the six
stalwarts who sit around the Honorary
Minister. If there is anything in the argu-
ments we have heard on the subject of pro-
fiteering, we should have heard the voices
of those hon. members telling us what the
Bill was going to achieve and the purpose
for which it was designed. Dr. Saw and
others members have pointed out the emi-
nmie side of price-fixing and profiteering,
and those of us who read have to admit
that their arguments are based on laws just
Fis immutable as any other natural law.
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Ron. J. Cornell: But the boa. member
will admit that the police force does not
entirely prevent crime.

Hon. H. SEDDON:- I have not yet eux-
pressed my opinion on the Bill, hut I will
go over certain arguments connected with
it, and I challenge hon. members opposite
to produce the evidence I asked for in my
opening remarks. I have read books on the
subject, and have conversed with people on
the question, and I wish to be shown how
the Bill will achieve its purpose. The meas-
ure, so far as it goes, is good in parts, like
the curate's egg. For instance, the mem-
orandum attached to the Bill points out
that uinder Clause 8--

It will be the duty of a eonimisioner, if and
when required by the liMinister to (1o so, to
investigate and re.port upon the state of the
prices of ay commodity . .-

That is a good provision if the comnmis-
sioner is going, to do his duty, in view
of the misleading statements being made
and the misinformation that is being cir-
eulated. If the commissioner does his job,
he will effectively dispel those misconcep-
tions. 'In view of that circumstance I feel
inclined to support the Bill. The experi-
ence we have had during the last 10 years
with regard to profiteering has not been
avilable to previous generations. The con-

ditions were such that if profiteering could
liave been prevented, it would have been.
But no exam-ple has yet been given of
profiteering prevention proving successful.
H~on. members are aware that in normal
times the tendencyv is for prices to fall. If
nie.s rise, there is an abnormal reason
ear it. I refer lion. members to the litera-
ture on the subject. There has been com-
piled an index showing the range of prices
in Great Britain for the past 100 years.
From that index it is found that in everyv
ease where there was a rise in prices n1
definite reason for it existed. We see the
effect of the N \apoleonic wars reflected in
the prices of commodities. On the other
bond, we see the effect of the discovery of
coldi in California. Auti-ralia, and South
Africa. In normal times the tendency is
for the prices of commodities to fall, the
reason being that production is continually
progressing. and that with the progress of
production we naturally obtain an increasedl
output per head. Consequently prices of
commodities fall. We have not had any
example of profiteering prevention operat-
ing( successfully in normal circumstances,

It was introduced dulring the war, and if
ever it was to the benefit of a community
to enforce profiteering prevention, it was
then. Can any hen, member give an in-
stanIce Of its sulceessful operation I The
whole of the rise of prices during the war
w'as in the face of profiteering prevention
legislation in force. Is there anything in
the Bill that will ma~ke a man import cown-
inadities? If a commissioner is going to
fix prices, for imported commodities, is any-
thing going to compel the merchants of this
State to import the commodities at the
prices fixedI The Bill deals with services
as well as commodities. Is the mueasure
going to enforce services at prices fixed
by commissioners? Those prices. have
been fixed by the Arbitration Court, which
has proved powerless to enforce them. I
fail to see that the Bill is going to he more
powverful than the court, which has power
to enforce penalties for disobedience to its
awards. -T feel quite sure that the penal-
ties proposed by the Bill will not prove
any miore effective than those possessed by
the Arbitration Court. It may interest
lion. members to hear a few figures which
have been taken out as to the value oF
services rendered to the community by cer-
tain sections of it. The agricultural in-
dustry, for example, in the year 1923 pro-
duceed £322 of value per head of the per-
sons engaged in it, and in the year 1926
produced £475. In the same two years the
pastoral industry produced £718 and £832
respectively, the dairying industry £242 and
£283, end manufacturing indnistries £226
and £264. If the Bill is to achieve its
purpose, I contend the value of those
services should be the criterion of re-
muneration in those industries. If that
were the case, the anomalies to-day exist-
ing- in the manufacturing world and in
its wage scale would he entirely' overthrown.
The man in the aerioulbiral industry, would
have his remuneration raised proportion-
ately with hi-4 production, and there would
be a corresponding fall in wages in the
manufacturing industry' . The.se contentions
might wvell he answered by bun, members
opposite.

Hon. F. H. Gray: Wh-t oio YOU refer to
members opposite! I tholight Ibis was a
non-party House.

Hon. H. SEDDON: B;irause the hon.
members I refer to hold as one of the axioms
of their bible the prevention 0 f profiteer-
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ing-. Yet we have not heard a single word
from the other side in regard to this Bill.
The time has arrived when those lion. mem.
hers should take up the debate and give us
-all the information at their disposal in illus-
tration of the value of the Bill. Dr. Saw
has instanced profiteering in Russia, where
,all power is in the hands of the tGo~erinmeut
and where there is not the slightest coin-
punction about chopping a nina's head off

if he does not comply with regulations for
price-fixing. Yet there was in every great
city of Russia an underg-rouiid trade in the
neessaiies of life, It is up to lie Labour
members to rise iii support 01: the principle:
they have: been elected to support.

Holl. El. H. Gray:- The profiteers know
more about Russia than we do.

Hon. H. SEIDDON: Literature about
Russia is available, If those bion. members
want the Biil to pass, they mus4t give far
more evidence in support of it than they
have given so far. Let mne draw attention
to one illustration that is found in every
Labour publication, the illustration of the
Colonial Sugar Rlefinery Co. We hear about
the sugar industry from one year's 'end to
the other. Can hion. members show how the
sugar industry wvill be affected by the pass-
ing of thec Bill to the advantage of con-
sumers? That would be an interesting
example ror them to deal with. In conclu-
sion, I await information.

HON. W. T. GLASHEEN (South-East)
[5.54]: 1 shall vote against the Bill. At
the same time -1 sin rather amazed at the
Previoujs speaker's statement that the
measure proposes to compel people to do
things.

-Hon. J. Nicholson: It compels them to
sell.

Hion. E. H. Harris: You have not read
the Bill closely.

Eon. WV. T. OLASHEEN: I have read
the Bill closely enough to reply to the pre-
rious speaker. He said the Bill would cony
pet a man to sell goods at certain piices.
That, in fact, has been the rock on which
every attempt to stop profiteering has split.
When a prices commissioner set about
analysing the price of a commodity and de-
clared that the price was too high, the man
who dealt in the commodity-sgay boots--
had the privilege of diicontizuing the saile
of boots. And that was what always hap-
pened. There is no power to compel a man

to sell boots, but there is power to compel
him to sell-if lhe does sell-at a certain
price.

Hon. H. Seddon: Will you read Clause
10?

Hion. IV. T. GLASI{EEN: Does Clause
10 compel a man to continue in trade
whether be is making a profit or not?

Hon. A. J. Hf. Saw: Read paragraph (b)
of Clause 10.

Hon. IV. T. GLA SHEEN: If Clause 10
sets out to put such a proposal into opera-
tion, it is the most ridiculous clause ever
brought before a legislative body. Will
anyone assert that if I were engaged in
trade and were not allowed to charge a
reasonable price for my commodity I could
be compelled to continue in that trade?

Hon. E. H. Gray: The commissioner
would allow you a profit.

Hon, A. J. H. Saw: Paragraph (b) of
Clause 10 says it shall be unlawful for
any trader to refuse to sell at the declared
price any commodity if he has it in his
possessioni.

Hon. WV. T. GLA SHEEN: Although I
have said that I shall vote against
the Bill, I entirely disagree with Air. Nichol-
sonl's economnic reas-oning. The hon. mem-
ber said that competition is the life of trade.
I contend that competition is more often the
death-knell of trade. That kind of thing can
he traced back in history to Babylonia. All
along the commercial track attempts have
becen made to regulate prices of goods, and
those attempts havec regularly failed to effect
their purpose. From time to time it has been
sought to prevent profiteering, excessive
prices, and economic waste, particularly by
our Labour friends. The remedy tried was
socialism or State communism. The attempts
were in a small way, not socialistic in the
general sense, but socialistic, for all that.
Hon. members wNill recollect that not many
years ago the people generally, the people in
the street as one may term them, thought the
price of meat too high. Those engagd in
the beef industry were then termed beef
buccaneers and so forth. Thereupon the Gov-
ernment of the day said, "All right, we will
open a butcher's shop and by' that process
lower the price of meat." I have a lively
recollection of 'Mr. Scaddan going away with
the first leg of muntton sold in the State
butcher's shop. That experiment was sup-
posed to he the end. of the excessive price
of meat. A little later people said, "Fish is
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too high in price," and the State opened a
fish shop to prevent excessive prices being
charged for that article of food. AUl those
State enterprises have goue by the boaurd;
we hear no more of them now. 1 agree with
Mr. Cornell that if there is any industry in
which there is undue profiteering-I refer to
the size of glasses as wvell as the price one has
to pay for beer-it is the liquor business.
But what becomes of the argument as
to competition being the life of trade?
All over the world, instead of indulging
in State socialism, business enterprise
has bee-n cutting out competition by other
means, to some extent socialistic. Every-
w~here we find great combinations of
commercial enterprises. Those enterprises
have amalgamated their forces, and have
abolished the system of numerous small
enterlprises here, there and everywhere with
their overhead expenses and outlay for
advertising. The tendency of the
world is for people engaged in a trade to get
together, amalgamate forces, and cut down
prices by that process. With all due respect
to those who have socialistic ideas, I contend
that the only true way to regulate prices is
by m eans of co-operation, certainly not by'
such nostrums as those suggested by legis-
lation of this description. I would instance
what the farmaers did. 'We found that peo-
ple, who were dealing in wheat, were dying
as millionaires, while we who were growing
it were forced to live in ouir tin shanties.
We found that someone else was living on
the fat of the land wvhile we had to struggle
along as best wve could. -We got together
and, by means of co-operation, cut out the
middleman and gained a hotter return for
ourselves. That iE the only way to deal
with prices. People should get together and
remedy their troubles by means of co-opera-
tive effort.

lion. Sir William tathinin: Bread was the
only item that the advocates of the Bill
mentioned.

Ron. W. T. GLASHEEN: Someone has
said that bread is dear for many measons, but
I think it is dear because of the existing
condlitions of the industry. The ordinary
housewife does not consider the economic
point of xiew, nor does her husband. If she
wants a penny' loaf of bread she telephones
hmer baker at Subiaco, five miles away, and
expects the bread to be delivered at her
door. So it is if she wants half a lb. of

meat. If we consider all those things we see
how they* influence the question of prices.
We find these elements criss-crossing through.
out the problem and they all make for in-
creased prices. The remedy for that is not
to be found in legslation of this type.
Rather is it in su pporting what is really a
.socialistic move, in the direction of co-opera-
tion. In the agricultural community that
effort has led to sp~lendid results in connec-
tion with the disposal of wheat, and I will
lie prophetic to the extent of saying that the
co-operative mnovement as we know it will
gr-ow, and when it is adopted universally
we, will hear less of these legislative
nostrums aud attempts by Parliament to re-

gulate the robli as tile Government sug-
gest.

RON. E. H. H. HALL (Central) [6.31:
At the risk of detaining the House with a
diseusiion that canl end only in one way, I
desire to intimate that I view this question
as one too serious to be made the sport of
party politics. Certain flippant remarks
have been passed in this House and for
those remarks I have neither time nor sym-
pathly. I regard the matter seriously be-
cause of its effect, as Mr. Brown remarked,
on the man on the bread line. Those who
are not in that position may f ind it easy to
make this question a matter for mirth or
jest. If we hove in Western Australia a
Pourt that Aixes the basic wage, why should
we not have provision to enable an at-
tempt to be made to fix the basic wage for
nien who supply the goods on which others
live? As has been 'pointed out, the Bill
musst present very serious difficulties to any
logical thinker who desires to vote for it.
That was apparent when 'Mr. Glasheen
spoke and reference was made to the at-
temunt under a clause of the Bill to compel
a trader to sell goods at a fixed price, in
default of which lie would be guilty of an
offence! There is another telling accusation
that can be levelled against the Government
who, we realise, are merely carrying out
their duty to the workers and to the men on
the bread line, in endeavouring to have the
Bill placed on the statute-book. The Gov-
ernment here attempt to fix prices and, be-
cause of their position regarding one in-
dustry, they should be able to control the
price of our jarrah supplies. When we con-
sidler that problem, we must remember that
the housinl question has received seriouq
consideration at the hands of Governments
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iii all parts of the Britislh Empire, if not H-out. 11. J. Y'ellaud: That is, in a general
throughout the world. At the same time
we must realise that the question in this
State has received scant consideration from
the present Labour Government. I do not
know if it is true, but it has been said that
the Government are in agreement with the
powerfuli timber combine in this State re-
garding the regulation of timber prices. I
will mention that p)oint so as to give the
Minister in charge of the Bill an oppor-
tunity to refute it. The statement has beeni
made on more than one occasion in this
Chamber.

Hon. Sir William Lathlan: And it ap-
plies to bricks, too.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: It that is so, I
make no apology to tile people who sent
me here for registering my vote against the
Bill. In the words of another bon. member,
surely there must be a considerable amount
of hypocrisy about the Bill! I want hon.
members to consider one pliase, and perhaps
it should be considered in a wider sphere
too. I would instance the position of coun-
try storekeepers. I have a serious com-
plaint to make against the Industries Assist-
ance Board, a Governmient institution that
has done a great deal of good for the farm-
ers throughout the State. That board has
not acted fairly or justly with the country
storekeepers. I know nothing about the
city stores, but I have had years of experi-
ence of what country storekeepers have had
to put up with. Were it not for the fact
that country storekeepers have frequently
been willing to take risks that the Govern-
ment were not prepared to accept, many
thousands of acres that are now under wheat
would not have been opened up. That is a
fact that cannot be contradicted.

The Honorary Minister: Will the bon.
memlber state what he meant when he said
the Government had been unfair to the
country storekeepers?9

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: I will certainlyv
make that clear to the Honorary Minister.
T shall be at once glad and sorry to give him
the information. For years the Industries
Assistance Board has taken, as the Honor-
ary' Minister must surely know, every penny
from the produce of the fanns of its clients,
while the country storekeepers, who sup-
plied the wherewithal to enable those farm-
ers to live, have not received a penny back
from the board. That can be proved at any
time.

way.
l1on. 1I.. H. 1-1. HALL: It can be proved

easily.
The Honorary Minister: Will the lbon.

member state the whole of the facts, and not
part of them I

H-on. E. H. H1. HALL: I have stated the
whole of the facts as 1 know them.

The Honoraryv Minister: The lhon. member
Should not speak until hie knows the whole
of the facts.

I-Ion. E H. H. HALL: I can only speak
frout experience; one cannot do more than
I hat.

The H-onorary Minister: Your experience
is incomplete.

I-Ion. E. 1-1. H. HALL: Yy experienee is
only' too complete. It is not a fair thing
that the Tindustries Assistance Board should
treat many' country' storekeepers in the va 'v
t have indicated. I was secretary of a
traders' association and yet the Honorary
Minister, without any' actual experience, can
sit there and tell me that T do not know what
I ami talking about! I know only too well
what T ain talking about. That the country
storecc1 )ers have been placed at a serious
disadvantage can be proved at ally time be-
tore all 'y imnpa rtial1 tribunal.

Han. J1. Nicholson : Are their accounts
not taken in to consideration?9

Ron. F. H. TT. HALL : I want to follow
up) the remarks made by Mr. Giasheen re-
,gardinz co-operation. Dr. Saw, in a face-
tious manner, congratulated the Honorary
Minister on the way he introduced the Bill.
T ami not here to indulgeo in any facetious
remnarks,, andi T will not congratulate the
MVinister because the whole of his remarks
bad reference to meat and bread, important
thoug-h they may be.

Hon. J. Cornell: I varied that a little.
Hlon. E. H. H. HALL: Yes, the hon.

member brought in beer, also very necessary.
Recently a Royal Commission was ap-
pointed to inquire into the cattle industry,
and I give the Government ever 'y credit for
having secured for that purpose the serices
of the best three men obtainable in the State.
The report of that Commission is before us
for any hon. member to read. As MAr.
Seddon said, it does not represent rush
literature. Hon. members have been able
to peruse that report and to appreciate its
contents. Yet the Honorary Minister was
able to get up and ask us to support the
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Bill because of beef pricesi! .1lr. Gray in-
terjected that there was more profit to be
made out of selling beef than out of bever.

Hon. E. H-. Gray: I said nothing of ti.
kinid. I referred to bread.

flon. K. H1. 1-. 1HALL : Then the lion.
member said there was more porofit to bie
made out of beef than out of selling bread.

Hon. E. Hf, Gray: Not at all. I said
there was more prolit to be made fromn sell-
ing bread than from selling beer.

Hon. E. 1-1. 1-f. HTALL: I accept the ex-
pilanation. We have heard a lot about the
agitation started by the Hlousewi%-s Associa-
lion and Dr. Saw has told us.- that he knows
many of those estimable ladies. With Mr.
Seddon, I satx'- that Labour members in this
Chamber missed a golden opportunity of
joining- with the housewives and estahlish-
ig- a4 co-operative bakery. If lion, members

peruse the advert isemnents in the "West
Australian" they will not-ice that dozens of
bakeries are for sale. There is nothing& more
easy than to start a bakery, and if the
bousewivcs and Labour members who sup-
port- this legislation were to get together,
they would hare no difficulty in establishing-
many co-operative bakeries. If there is one
section of the community that deserves an
adequate return for the commodity pro-
duced, it is the baker equally with the pro-
ducer of the wheat from which the bread is
ultimately made. I do not want to register
a silent vote on this question. The Bill is
one of he treated with due respect and not
with levity.

TIon. J. Cornell: At any rate, it looks
like going out!

Ron. E. H. H. HALL: I do not suggest
that I am on the bread line, hut those who
know men in receipt of the basic wage with
families of two or three children, cannot
fail to realise how difficult it must be to
make ends meet. T often wonder how their
wives, to whom I give every credit, manage
to eet throueh. I know that anything that
can he done by the Government to assist the
people, will beneft them. On the other
hand, the Government introduce the Bill
now before us, hut at the same time they
have made no attempt to improve the hone-
ine conditions of the people. If Dame
FRmour has it ariRsht, they have allied them-
selves with a powerful timber combine to
keent nn the Twice of timber. and they have
alled t hemselves with those in control of
brieks as well. Despite thiS, they hare in-

trod aced a Bill that, as Dr. Saw pointed
aOL, ranges from Dan to Beersheba, and
will give unlimited power to some gentle-
wait tv fix pi-vs of all sorts of comimodi-
ties; and who although appointed tq-day,
may be dismissed to-miorrow.

$ittinu suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

HON. E. H. GRAY (West) [7.30]: 1
desire strongly to support the Bill and to
omnplasise the ncessity for it. Nobody who
has been living in close contact with the
people could siubscribe to the sentiments ex-
pressed. by Dr. Saw. The thing is altogether
too serious to Joke about.

Hon. A. IT. 'ff. Saw: I was serious in what
.I said. I was not joking.

Hon~i. J. -Nicholson: And I did not joke.
So I do not know who did.

Honi. E. 11, GRAY: Well, I refer to the
various speakers who tried to ridicule the
Bill and who went as far abroad as Russia
to bring in an example showing how price-
fiing boards have failed. There is no argu-
menit whatever in that.

Hon. Sir William Latblain: Well, you
aire endeavouring to copy them.

Hlon. E. H. GRAY: We are endeavouring
to do nothing of the kind. Nseither do we
want the support of people who dealt with
Russia before the wvar. History will prove
that many big business mea were well in the
gamec with Russian Imperialism and their
sup~porters, and that many awful things hap-
pened through the general degradation in
Russia previous to the revolution. Whet
has happened there since then has nothing
to do either with Australia or with the Bill.
The various factions in Russia brought
about the present position, and price-fixing
had nothing- whatever to do with it. As
pointed out by the Honorary Minister, there
are in particular two thin 'gs that justify
the Bill, namely, high rents and the price
of bread. The acuteness of the existing
housing problem and the necessity for some
action being taken in that respect justifies
the introduction of the measure. Those who
are in close touch with municipal govern-
met-I am speaking now more particularly
in regard to Fremantle, for I do know the
conditions there--are well aware that the
municipal councils cannot administer the law
as it should be administered, because of the
acute housing problem. If decent rentq
,were charged and decent accommodation

1819



1820 COUNCIL.]

for hundreds of families were provided at
the port, the position would be very inuch
better and the municipal council would be
able to carry out its duties under the Act
and condemn many dwellings that are now
rack-rented, the tenants being compelled to
lire in themn because no other aecom oda-
Lion is available.

Ronl. 0. W. Miles: The Government
could alleviate that position by reducing
the prices of bricks, timber and so on.

Hon. E. Hi. GRAY: The Government
have do-ne their share. If they were pro-
vided with funds to carry out their policy
on a far larger scale than they have been
able to do, undoubtedly they would improve
the position. Under the Workers' Homes
Act, houses are provided on a system of
payments spread over a number of years,
and in course of time the house becomes
the property of the worker occupying it,
although he has had far less to pay in
charges than other less fortunate persons,
have to pay in weekly rentals on houses,
ninny of which should have been condemned
long ago.

lion. Sir William Lathlain. The Govern-
ment arc doing that with the people's
money.

lHon. &. H. GRAY: An audit of the
Workers' Homes Hoard accounts shows that
the scheme is a financial success.

Hon. E. H. Hall: That is why I say the
capital of the board should be increased.

H-on. E. H3. GRAY: But where so much
money is required for so many things, the
Gzovernmttent. arc handicapped. Even if it
dird nothing else, this Bill in dealing with
the rapacious Jandlord-not all of them are
rapacious, but a sufficient number to war-
rant action being taken-and authorising
the appointment of a commissioner to go
into the question of rentals, would fully
justify itself.

Hon. A. Lovekin: Does not the rent
largely depend on the cost of the building?

Hon. E. IT. Harris: Cannot more houses
he built if the demand warrants it?

Hu on. J1. Nicholson: Will the Bill speed
upl the building of houses?

Hon. E. H. GRAY: I think so.
Hfon. J, Nicholson: I think it would

stop it entirely.
Hon. E. H. OR NY: Then I must differ

from the hion. member. Anybody who
knows the metropolitan area at all must
know that something should be done to

deal with the high rents being charged at
present, not only rents of working class
houses, but rents of business premises.

lton. Sir William, Lathlsin: What can
You expect when land in Hay-street brings
£1,300 a foot?

Hon. C. B. Williams: Is that not pro-
fiteering?

The l'RES[IJENT: Order! I must re-
maind hon. members that it is M1tr. Gray who
is addressing the House.

i-on. E. H. GRAY: I repeat that the
ac-uteness of the housing problem, the very
wrest aind serious disadvantages suffered by
time people of the metropolitan area and the
high rents, charged for, v-ery often insani-
tary, dwellings justify the House in ser-
iouislv considering the measure, amending
it if necessary and then passing it into
la.Iw. Let me mention the subject of bread.
Here we have in instance where the people
anre not tcetting value for their money. For
sevelI years now the bread-making industry
has been developing into a hiwblyv-speeialised
indus try in which a nuinb-_r of the master
bakers could turn out bread cheaper and.
better than the article we are getting today.
But those master bakers have fonined themn-
selves into a spleudid combine, the liulfilment
of a dream that has been the dream of all
mnaster bakers since the dan'ys of Adam.

Hon. Hf. A. Stephenson: Well, that was
assisted by yourIself.

Flon. E. H-. GRAY: No, there was no
such combination when I was in the indus-
try.

llou. 11 A. Stephen son: You got out.
H-on. E. Ff. GRAY: No. I1 did not get

oPut. The lhon, member is mistaken, It was
rone off the enterprises of my life in which
I was sucessful. III the days wvhen Iwas
making bread, tiings" were not so good for
the master bakers as they- are at present.

lion. 0. WV. Miles: 'Were vou a mnaster
liak-er- or an employee?

Hon. E. Hf. GRAY : I was a master
linker, andi a successful one at that. To-daY
the combination that we used to dreami about
ms more effective than I ever thought to s4e
it.

Homi. G. W. Miles: You got out too sooan.
Hon. F. H. GRAY: I never thoug-ht the

master bakers would be ahlq to combine so
effectively as they have doue. But they are
not doing their job. Of course every busi-
ness man goes into his game to make as
munch as possible out of it. lRut there is
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such it thing, as giving good service andi pro-
viding, a good article for the public. Con-
sidering the prices charged for bread, the
up-to-date methods now adopted in its nmanu-
facture, :.xd the machines that can lie pro-
cured by the master hakers, I say the prices
being charged for bread are not justified.
The prices are too high and the article is
tnt all it ought to be.

Hll. J. Cornell: Why not go back to the
old life and put themn onl the right track?

[]lan. E. IT. CRAY: The master bakers,
althutwli so efficiently comabined, take no
effective measures to deal with the high cost
of living. They do not bother about it. The
local bread is costing uip to 2d. per loaf for
deliveryv. That is a reflection on the trade.

lon. 1-1. A. Rlepluenson: I thought the
Arbitration Court fixed the prices.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: The court has very
little to do with the delivery. The wasteful,
higgledy-piggledy method of delivering,
sometimnes twice a day, is responsible for
the huge waste in the baking industry. The
master bakers have taken no effective mnea-
sures to prevent it. They are quick enough
to take effective measures to prevent bad
buyers from imposing oil them and their
fellow master bakers.

Hon. Sir Williami Lathlain: Are they nol
entitled to do that?

Hon. E. H. GRAY: If they took as much
pains to give better service to the public
,and to p~rev-ent waste as thny do to prevent
themselves from being robbed by' unscrupul-
otis persons, the bread would be of far bet-
ter quality and of lower price than it is to-
dlay. This effective combination of the
master bakei lus resulted in the high pri1ce
,of bread, which is not warranted. Then there
is the hare waste in the cost of delivery,
coupled with the fact that a small master
baker running practically' a one-man, husi-
ne;s, (-al effectively compete with the bigger
firnns. In consequence, he manages to make

"nor decent living-, and generally he has
" ioitr cr.The bigger firm;, of course,

have tevery latest machinery, capable of
furning out twenty' time; as mitch bread as
is required. Despite this, all the master
bakers are charging the one price, to the
great disadvanfaze of the people.

Hon. E. H. Harris: Do you think, the Bill
would affect the posit-ion?

Hoin. E. H. 0-RAY: I think it would
justify: the Governamedt in appointimd a
commis;roner to inquire into the cost of the

itinafactur' aind[ delIivery of bread. I be-
lieve the comniisssioaer would be able to do
a very great service to the jpublic by con-
(lueling ant exhaustive inquiry into the in-
dustry and putting- the master bakers where
they should be.

Hon. A. J. H. Saw: In the bankruptcy
court.

lion. F. 1-. GRAY: There is no possi-
l'ilitvy of the master baker being put in the
ba;nkr-uptey court at preseflt. He is too well
guarded by ' i. combination. One member
referred to thle comparative ease with which
it man may become a imaster baker. It is
not as easyv as it looks. First there is the
cost of getting the oven built, and then there
i- [lie difficulty of securing at share of the
business. Unless a man has strong financial
backing, there is always the possibility of a
master baker finding that he did not enter
into any paradise when he started bread
manufacturing in the metropolitan area.

Hon. H. Seddon: Will you show us how
the Bill will make a master baker bake if he
does not want to bake?

The Honiorary Minister: There is 11o

necessity to do that.
Hon. P. H. GRAY: There is no necessity

to do that, because the commissioner would
not be out to ruin the industry. It would
hie very foolish of him if be were, unless he
tried to do it in order to justify the Gov-
ernment in cancelling his appointment and
.appointing another man.

Hion. H. Seddon : But suippose, the master
laker refused to bake at the price fixed by
the commissioner?

Hon. E. H. GRAY: The commissioner
would fix a price that would give a reason-
able profit.

Hon. H. Seddon: Suppose he would not
bake?

Hon. P. H. GRAY: If he would not, let
somebody' else do it. That, however, would
tnt happen.

Hon. E. H. Harris: But the union might
not allow it.

Hon. R1. H. GRAY: Then the ba,. mem-
bier could get the 1]ousewives' Association to
bake. I do not think that sort of thing
is likely' to happen.

Hon. E. H. Harris: Your argument is not
very convincing.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: It would take a lot
of argiunent to convince sonme members.
Members who have spoken against, the Bill
have asked for concrete instances of where
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such legislation has been successful. It was Ion. E. H. Harris: It is necessary in
successul during, the war period. There
wvas only one thing- it could not touch and
that was the shipping combine.

Hon. Sir William Lathlain: Did it touch
the timber combine?

Rion. E. H. GRAY: The shipping combine
is an outstanding- example that opened the
eyes, of the peojple to the unserupulous
niethods adopted.

Hon. Sir Williani Lathinin: Dloes not the
samne thing apply to the timber industry?

Ron. E. H. GRAY: A prominent Brit-
ishi statesman, the late M1r. Bonar Law, stated
in the House of Commons that he was
ashamned of the profits; that were being wade
by the shipping eomnpauies. That shows the
lengths to which samre people will go to get
money. But for the price-fixing boards ja
different countries of the world, the same
thing wvould have happened with various
commodities. The Commonwealth ships per-
formed a great service to the Common-
wealth. Members of the Country Party
will admit the value of their services as a
war measure.

Ron. Sir William Lathlain: But this is
a peace measure.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: It was found neces-
sary to adopt such legislation during the
time of war.

Hon. H. Seddon: Did it work?
Hon. E. H. GRAY: To a certain extent.

but because instances cannot be adduced to
show that the legislation stopped profiteer-
ing, members are not satisfied. As Mr.
Cornell pointed, out we cannot prevent
stealing, but no one would suggest sackin~g
all the members of the force. The very ex-
istence of a police force reduces stealing to
a minimum. If there were not measures to
protect the public against thieving, that
crime would rapidly increase. The passing
of this measure would tend to reduce the
operations of unscrupulous traders or
manufacturers. Bread and rents are two
things about which I know something.

Hon. H. Seddon: You did not prove the
necessit 'y for the measure on the ground of
high rents.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: Did I prove it in. the
ease of bread?

Hon. E. H. Harris: No.
The Honorary Minister: Ts it necessary

to prove any case at all?
Hon. H. Seddon: I think it is.

order to justify the Bill.
Hon. E. H. GRAY: My statements about

the delivery of bread should be sufficient to
convince members.

Hon. Sir William Latlilain: Does not the
question of delivery enter into every com-
modity that is delivered?

Hon. li. H. GRAY: But the price of de-
liveriiig bread and milk could be reduced if
commlonsense methonds were adopted by the
firns concerned.

Hon. Sir Williatu Latlilain: Would you
suggest that Dr. Saw should be permitted to
g o into only one particular area to exercise
his skill?

Hon. E. H. GRAY: It would be quite
easy in these days to define the quality of
household bread. If people wanted a better
quality of bread and were prepared to pay
for it, they could do so.

Rion. J. Cornell. They had better make
it themselves.

Hont. E. H. GRAY: I do not think they
can. The talk about women being able to
make bread better than skilled men can make
it is all moonshine.

Hon. A. Lovekin: You wait on Mrs.
Cowan and ask her.

lion. E. H. GRAY: I do not regard Mrs.
Cowan as an authority on bread. The price
of bread is higher than ever before. The
combination of the master bakers to protect
themselves is p~erfect. They are not giving
the service or the quality they should give,
and e'-eryone who understands what good
bread is has carried on a sort of guerilla war-
fare with the bakers of bread.

Hon. E. H. Harris: Has that been your
experience as a baker?

Hon. E. H. GRAY: It is my experience
at the present time. Anyone who under-
stands what the best hi-cad is knows that the
bread carter's job is to deliver the bread that
is easiest to manufacture.

Hon.' G. W. Miles: Which is the best
bread?7

Hon. E. H. GRAY: I must not give away
trade secrets like that. The bread that is
more expensive to prepare and bake is kept
well in the background.,- Only the people
who understand what constitutes the best
bread and who demand it. get it. On that
,round the master bakers are not doing their
job.

Hon. Sir William Lathlnin: Tf you give
us much more secret information-
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Hon. E. H. GRAY: I ant not giving secret
infomtin

Hon. A. Lovekin: You are doing well.
Do not let them put you off.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: The master bakers,
throug-h their comibination, are not giving
the peoI)Ie the service to which they are
entitled. This Bill will give the Government
power to appoint a commissioner to investi-
gate the cost of manufacturing and deliver-
ing lbread ' and I am certain the result of
such an investigation would be a vast relief
to the public. The price or bread would be
reduced and the master bakers would be
forced to take stops to economise in the mat-
ter of delivery. Thus, while reducing costs

nn Wiving the public cheaper and better
Ibread. they~ would be able to make a goodl
profit.

Hon. G. W. Miles: TtA would be of benefit
to the public if you let them know the best
bread to ask for.

Hlon. E. H. GRAY: That is a matter of
opinion. What the public buy as good
bread, 1 (10 not consider is good bread.

Hon, J. J. Htolmes: Will you tell us -why
you got out of! the bread industry if it is
so good?7

Hon. F. HT. GRAY: Yes; to go on the
land.

Hon. A. Lovekin: And you are worse off
in consequence.

The PRESIDENIT: Order! I wish mem-
bers would allow Mi.- Gray to proceed with
his speech.

H-on. E. H. GRAY: Mr. Holmes always
seemns greatly interested in the history of

mypassage throuigh life. Bread-making
was; my life's work.

Hon. H. A. Stephenson: What is a fair
qnantit 'y of water to put to a bag of flour?

Hion. E. H.f GRAY: But I desired to go
into the hush and do something that would
be of real set-vice to the Country. Per that
reason T left hread-making, in which trade
I was very successful, and went on the land.
I mnet Mfr. Holmes afterwards. I shall not
discuss other phases of the Pill.

Hon. G-. W. Miles: Do not you admit that
this Bill is put uip as window-dressing, and
merely for us to throw out.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: 'No, I do not believe
in that sort of business. I believe the Bill
is required for the protection of the public
and that, if it is passed, it will prove of
great benefit tb them. I cannot claim to

know anything about the price of millinery
and other things mentioned by Sir Williamt
Lathlain, but I have always hoped that the
kind of business in which he is interested
would lie improved and that the people
would not be saddled with the high costs
attached to the selling of millinery and
drapery lines that have to be borne at pre-
sent. I have always hoped that a more
equitalble standard would be set up for the
sale and distributioh. of such lines.

Hon. J. NXicholson: The commissioner
would be able to tell the drapers how to
do that!

Hon. E. H. GRAY: I would not say what
the commissioner might be able to do in
that respect. I have known of many
attemipts being made to simplify the busi-
ness and eliminate the hypocritical methods
adopted, but without success. The way
drapery firms conduct their businesses and
hoodwink the people by -foolish advertise-
mients imposes an outrageous charge upon
them. I trust, the Bill will pass the second
reading, and that if members can improve
upon any of the clauses in Committee, they
will table amendments.

HON.. G, W. MILES (N2orth) [7.3GJ: I
move an amiendment-

Tliat "'now" be struck out, and the words
'this dayv six mon01ths'' added.

I have listened to the arguments for and
aaaist the Bill and particularly to those
of Mr. Gray. As I interjected whien he was
speaking, I consider that the Bill has been
put uip merely that this House might turn
it down. The hont. meamber stood up and
spoke about high rents, well knowing that
the present Government aire in a combina-
tion to keep up the price of bricks and
timberI and it is farcical for him to appeal
to its to support a Bill of this sort.

THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon.
W. H. Kitona-West-on amendment)
[7.57]: 1 must oppose the amiendment and
express surprise that Mr. Miles should take
sunch action on a Bill of this kind. Refer-
ence has been made to flippant statements
used in support of the Bill, and to mem-
bers, including myself, desiring to treat the
Bill as a farce. The G4overnment have put
the Bill forward in all seriousness, and I
make no apolog-ies for their havine done
SO.
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Hon. G. W. Afiles: The Government
have not shown their sincerity in regard to
rents.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The
-Government have shown their sincerity in
everything with which they have had to
deal.

Ron. G. WV. Miles: By keeping up the
Price of bricks and timber.

Thle HONORARY -MINISTER: The
hion. member delighits; in making statements
that he cannot prove. The statement he
made just now k~ merely the repetition of
a statement mnade by other members, and
is incorrect.

I-Ion. G. WV. M1-iles: Thle Government are
in the combine,

The HONORARY "MINISTER: They
are not in the combine. I am sick and
tired of hearing inembers make such state-
ments and building upon them arguments
to show why the Government should do this
and not the other thing.

lion. A. Lovekin: You say the Govern-
mient are niot in the combine?

The HONORARY M[NISTER: I say
they are not.

Hon. E., H. H-arris: They work in con-
junction instead of in competition -with the
comnbi ne.

lIon. H. A. Stephenson: An honourable
understanding.

The HONLORARY MXINISTER:- The
Government are not in any timber industry
cornbi ne.

Hon. J. Cornell: Are they selling tim-
ber ait lower prices than the combine?

The HONYORARY MTNTST ER: I go
further and say that the Government, in
connection with the brickwrorks, have at no
time taken any such action as that sug-
gested by Sir William Lathinin. There is
an] instance of the incorrect statement made
and arguments based on it to induce mem-
bers to oppose this measure.

Hon. W. T. Olasheen: Then how does
the price come to be the same?

Hon. J. 5. Holmes: Did yen bring down
the price of timber?

Hon. 0. WV. Miles:- How is it you keep
the price of timber at the same figure?

The HONORARY MTN ISTER:- The
pric of timber is not at the same figure.
Sir William Lathlain maqde a very definite
statement, a most damning statement in
fact, against the Government when he said

that therL was a lot to fear from the Bill.
He went on to say-

One of the things that might be feared is the
possibility of iaves tigation openfig the eyes
of! the; peQole to the, operations of the Govern-
mieat ...

lDo lion. msembers think for a moment that
the Government would bring forward a Bill
of this kind if they were afraid as the hon.
amember suggested. He went ont to say-

bccaaUe it has been definitely stated in this
mar I l1hat thle State hrickworks would not

supply bricks to contractors unless they lptr-
chased their timber from the State Sawmills.

lion. Sir William Lathla in : Is that not
true?9

The IlONORM{lY MINISTER: It is ab-
solutely untrue, and I defy the lion, mnem-
ber to prove thle staltement.

Hon. H. A. Stephenson: floes that refer
to iron?

The HONORARY M[YTSTER: Anytbinz
they are trading in. Then Sir Williamn
Lathlnill went on) to say--

('unSequtly, thip operations of time Govern.
macnt in tradin Pnstrns mlay conic in for
severe critivi ni We can all renribher the timne
wlm": thic tate Brickworks nmanalfgenenlt howled
hecarise thme other b~ricknuskers quoted a lower
p)rime fur lbricks.

What are the facts? Have the other brick-
makers ever quoted a lower p)Tice for

bricks!I

H-on. Sir William Lathlain: They did
ait one time.

The HONORIARY MI1NISTER: The
information I have is that the manager of
the State Briekworks eives a, definite assur-
ance as; follows:-

When controc tots or others are ordering
bricks, no question is ever raised as to a-h-re
or how they are going to purchasnq other malter-
lils required for hnildinz! purposes. The State
Brickworks sell hricks to thle Staite Sqwaiills,
and it is possible that the qite S. amills may)
endeavour to induce people who go to themn fo .r
bricks to purchase their timber.

Would it be a proper trading concern if
they did not?

We have no knowledge whatever that thle
State Briekworkq ever howled hecansv other
brickniakers nuoted aT lnwtr prime for bricksq.
Ta fact, we have no recollection thait oth~r
brickinahers ever did nuote lower OdM for
bricks, At the present moment soie of them
atre eharcing higher prices thain the State
Tiriekwerks.

A-nd it is on such flimsy statements and ar-
guments that we are asked to agree to the
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amendment that the Bill be read this day
six month;, in other words that the mneas-
ure he thrown out. The present Govern-
nient have at all tims been tincjere in any
legislation they have brought before this
House, and regarding this particular meas-
tire no Government was ever more sincere.
Di. Saw, when speaking, quoted some word-,
of mine in reg-ard to the Royal Commission
appointed in 192.5. The words he quoted
were from the report of the Commission.
Unfortunately for Dr. Saw, he quoted only
a, few of tho-se words. Had he quoted,
more, a different idea would have been
gained by: the Hlouse as to the report the
Commission did actually submit. I was a
iiersber otC that Commission.

Hon. E. H, Harris: Are you going to
-qote the recommendations they maeal

The HO0NORARY IMINISTER: Not any
more than I quoted in my second reading
speech.

Hon. A. J, H. Saw: And it was from
your second reading speech that I quoted
the words, I used.

The HFO'NORARY 'MINISTER: The
hon. member did not quote the whole of
them.

li-on. A. J, H. Saw: Yes, dealing with

that particular point.
The HONORARY MINISTER: Th e

words the hon. mnember used were to the
effect that there was no evidence of gen-
eral profiteering. He did not go further.
Some hon. member interjected that it was
a strange thing that the Government took
no notice of the recommendiation of the
Commission, at any rate not until the pres-
ent time. The legislation bring introduced
by the present Government respecting
price-fixing-or in fact regarding any other
measiire of a similar nature-has been in-
troduced when it has been possible to do so.
This particular measure, while it has not
been introduced principally as the result of
the findings of the Royal Commission, is
nevertheless supported by the findings of

that Commission and can be justified b 'y
those findino-s. I would like to quote two or
three of those findings which will prove
what I hove said. With regard to flour, the
commission reported-

Your Colmmissioners find that asq millers, on
tlv'ir own arisision, lookc to local sales of flour
for si ftirient Profit to enable them to speculate
in overseas markets, and as there is sno com-
petition irs refrards the loeal price, it being
-fixed by the Flour Millers' Association, sonme

adjustmuent of the price charged for local sales
is necessary. Your Commissioners therefore
recommend that the Prices Commissioner should
confer with the Flour 'Millers' Association in
aii endeavour to reduce the price of flour for
home consumption.

That is one item.
Hon. E. H. Harris: Was it done?

The HONYORARY WMENISTER: The comn-
missiloner was not appointed, so how could
it have been done? The next recommenda-
tion dealt with bread and was as follows:

There is practically no competition among
the bakers as regards price, the retaLiI selling
pricL being fixed by the Master Bakers' Asso-
ciation, wid (b) the existing price of 6dl. -per
21b. loaf is too high, and] should be reduced.
Tlhey therefore res-tnnad. that the .Prices Coon-
:nissioner should confer with the 'Master
Bakers' Associntion. with the object of reduc-
ing the price of bread.

That is definite enough. The next recom-
mendation dealt wvils groceries, clothing and
hoots, and was as follows :- -

Your Commxissiloners find that cousuniers in
this State are largely dependent for supplies
upon the Eastern States; that thoug-h competi-
tion niong retailers is apparently kecen, there
isl evidence tint among wholesalers tise policy
of prii-e-flxing is almost general.

The next recomimenation dealt with boot
repairs and read-

Your Commissioners find that thle charges
sisade by repairers are fixed by the 'Metropoli-
tan Bootmakers and Repairers' Industrial
Union of Employers. The charge for repair-
inig mii's and boys' boots is unduly high, arid
should be redcend. Your Consmissioners recoi-
mnend 1hat the Prices Commissioner should
coisfer with the union with a view to revision
of thle chairges.

There is another instance where the definite
statement was made that charges were too
h igh0.

Hon. A. J. H. Saw: But the Commission
said that there wvas no evidence to warrant
thle introduction of price-fixing- legislation
by the State.

Th e HONORARY MINISTER : The
Commission then wvent on to make their re-
comm~iendations&.

Hon. A. J. H. Saw: They appear to he in
conflict.

The HONORA-RY )NIVSTER : This Bill
is not inconsistent with the report of that
Coii'n-sion. It do-es not provide for price-
fixing- in the ordinary sense of the term;
it provides as I have stated to the House on
many occasions for tlie appointment of a
commissioner in the event of its being eon-

1825



126(COUNCIL.]

sidered that the price being fixed for any
particular commodity at any particular time
was too high. There have been many in-
stances in the last year or two where very
high prices have ruled and we, as indi-
vidual members could bare pointed to some
item the price of which was too high. I1
put this suggestion to hon. members that
if everything is all right in respect of gen-
eral trading, as bon. members have declared,
what is there to fear?

Hon. 3. J. Holmes: The Auditor-General
has pointed out that already a million of
money has been lost on trading concerns.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The hon.
member has a habit of making references
of that kind, but they do not carry much
weight at all.

Hon. G. W. M1iles: Will you deny the
truth of that statement.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Have you lost a mil-
lion Of mon0Iey Onl trading concerns?

The HONORARY MINISTER: T ask
the bon. member to make clear just what
he means. These inferences withont any
definite statement are not worth the breath
that one has to waste upon them.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Have you lost a mil-
lion of money on trading concerns? Are
you trying to compete with the profiteers?

The HONORARY MINISTER: The lion.
member is referring to losses made in the
interests of all the people. If hae will men-
tion some particular item and then ask
whether we will deny it, we shalt be able
to give him a definite answer. The principle
of the Bill before the House is either sound
or unsound, and from the storm of opposi.-
tion it has aroused in this Chamber, I should
imagine that there is room not only for
such a Bill hut a more drastic measure.

Hon. H. A. Stephenson: It is only a waste
of time considering it and expense to the
country.

The HONORARY MINISTER: By all
means let us stop an investigation if we
have something to hide.

Hon. H. A. Stephenson:- Have you told
us all you kno-w about the flour position
to-day?

The AONORARY MINISTER: There is
no necessity for me to do so.

Hon. H. A. Stephenson: I will tell you
a little.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The bon.
member may do so at the right time. I will

repeat what 1 have already said, that even
thoughi the report of the Royal Commis-
sion declared that there was no evidence ot
general profiteering, that is no reason why
the Government should not have the power
they are asking for to make investigations.

Hon. J. Nicholson: It does not stop at
investigations; it goes on to pucee-fixing.

The HONORARY MINISTER: It stops
at investigations unless there is necessity for
fixing prices. If a Royal Commission find
there is no need for fixing prices-

Hon. J. Nicholson: Anyhow, it is econom-
ically unsound.

The HONORARY MINISTER: If the
Bill passed this House and became an Act
and investigations were to the effect that
there was a necessity for price-fixing in a
particular trade, I do not think there would
he the same opposition exhibited as we have
had evidence of to-night. That is one of
the stronest reasons to urge why the Bill
should be passed.

H-on. 1-. A. Stephenson: WVhy put the
country to the expense of investigating-
something that is in the clouds?

The HONORARY MINISTER: It is a
question of the State having power, if the
necessity should arise, to step in and prevent
a few people from extorting undue profits
fromi consumers.

Hon. J. Nicholson: flon't you think the
increased profits would go to the man out-
side the State?

The HONORARY MINI-STER: How?
Hon. .1. Nicholson: MNerchants here will

sinip] , refuse to import and the goods will
be brought in direct from outside.

Thu HO'NORARY MIITR 1 hare
nilways found that when there is a demand
for a particular article somrebodyv is pre-
pared to supply thant demand, and I venture
to sa ,y that even though this measure were
in operation, it is not certain that a prico-
fixing commissionerl will be appointed this
year or nest year. Suppose owing to some
circumstances which one cannot visualise at
the moment, such as the last shipping stiike,
or the last strike on the water front, cer-
tain men in the metropolitan area used that
very feet to their own ends, and demanded
prices a long way ahove the ordinary prices
for certain articles, simply because they
were in possession of fair supplies while
other traders were short. I am aware that
some hon. members agree with that as being
legitimate business. I consider it illegitimate
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bun iness, aid I would put a stop to it to-
miorrow if I had the opportunity.

Hon. W. J. Mann: What about the Cave
Rouse, which charges a shilling for a cigar
that can be bought for sevenpence any-
where else?7

The HONORARY MI1NISTER: The lion.
member knows that prices at the Cave
House compare favourably with prices any-
where ekse in the country.

Hon. IV. J. "Maun: I can justify my
statement.

The HONORARY MIENISTER: I do not
desire to be personal, but even in the case
of the Press there have been allegations of
profiteering. The Bill has given hon. mem-
bers ample scope for expressing their imnag-
inative views as to what is likely to happen
if the measure is enacted. They have dealt
with all sorts of matters, most of them ex-
traneous to the Bill. 'Mr. Nicholson calls it
a foolish Bill.

Hon. J. Nicholson: I do not think I used
that erpression.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Yes, the
lion, member did,

Hon. J. Nicholson:- I think T called it an
unwvise Bill.

The HONORARY MINXISTER : The
Ci-ovemnent do not think so; they regard
the Bill as necessary. While they will ad-
mit, as I have admitted, that there are only
isolated instances in which it would he neces-
satry to put the Bill into operation, yet the
Government should have that power. in
two or three eases which have occurred re-
cently the Government, had they possessed
the power, -would not have hesitated to put
it into operation. The Bill provides for no
definite action until investigation has taken
place. If investigation proves that there is
need for protection of the consuming public,
the Government should have the power to
afford such protection as might be requisite.
It is to be regretted that one or two members
seem to delight in makinz incorrect state-
ments, or statements which are only half
correct, and building on them their op~posi-
tion to a measure. I hare dealt with Sir
William TLatlsin's statements. but I give an
emphatic denial to his assertion regarding
the sawmills and the brickworks. Now I
will refer to Mr. Hall':, statements. The
hon. nmemiber bids fair to live unp to the
reputation he has acquired during a long
term of years. He seemed to think that
what he had to do was to find some further

fanlt iith de (overntuent. In order that
lie may get a hit at the Government on this
occasion, hie watnt the Honorary 'Minister
to reply to a question relating to the Indus-
tries Asiistanec Board. He accuses the
Government of not having- dealt fairly with
certain country traders, Le also says that
but for those traders thousands of acres now
under crop would not be uinder eultivatioji.
All that has nothing whatever to do with
the present Governm;ent, iso far as I know.
A previous Labour Administration, however,
was responsible for the establishment of the
Industries Assistance Board. Had it not
been for the establkihnent of the board, the
agoricultural industry of Western Australia
would be in a far wvorse plight than it is in
to-day. 'The Industries Assistance Board
can claim that; as a result of its activitie;
hundreds of farmiers to-day are- p)rosperous
whereas otherwise they would have had to
go off the land. In the process of assistance
being rendered to farmers, one or two trad-
ers may have sufferedl. I don not dleny that
they havle suffered, but in that case they
have only themselves to blame, and not the
Government.

Rion. E. H. H. Hall: Not at all!

The HONLORAR.Y MINISTER: They are
to blame in that they allowed themselves
to be so dealt with by the farmers as not to
he able to recover the money to -which they
were entitled. In other words, the t-raders,
suffered as the result of dishonesty on the
part of some of those farmers.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: It is not a question
of honesty. it is at question of the State
coming a long wvith offers of sustenance at
£8 a month for a man and his wife and
children.

The HONORARY MINISTER: That has
nothing to do with the Bill. However, the
bon. member cannot hie allowed to make such
statements unchallenged.

Hon. E. IH. H. Hall: It has a lot to do
with the Bill.

The HONOR ARY MNISTER:- TheGov-
ernment stuck to those settlers, going so far
as to pay them sustenance. If a storekeeper
chose to go further than was wise, that must
he his look-out. Mmny of the farmers took
unscrupulous advantage of the traders. But
if a storekeeper allowed that to he done, it is
hbis concern, and not the Government's.

Hon. E, H. H. Hall: Do you think £8 a
mon th is susten ance for a man with a familyI
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The HONORARY MINISTER: We are lion. H. A. Stephenson: You said, not at
told that competition will regulate prices. I
believe that it will do so in some industries.
But to-day there are not many industries in
which there is competition.

Hon. Sir William Lathlain: You should
go into the drapery trade.

The HONORARY 'MINISTER: Even in
the drapery trade, while there is keen com-
petition among so me of the retailers-and
this Bill does not deal solely with retailers-
there is very little competition amongst
wholesalers, as the hon. member interjecting
knowvs full well. He knows the methods that
arc adopted to-day. There is the case of a
wholesale firm standing behind an individual
and putting him into business, but tying him
down to obtain his supplies wholly from that
firm. That sounds aill right, and I find no
fault with it, and the price commissioner
would not find fault with it; but bow can it
have any bearing on the Bill9 It is alto-
gether extraneous. I agree with Sir
William Lathlain that Perth is served better
than almost any other town in the Common-
wealth. I believe that the traders of Perth
are Just as honest as one could expect them
to be. But, from time to time the consuming
public arc charged prices much higher than
they should be. When wve know that oc-
curys, we should give the State power to make
the necessary invesigation and, itl the fact is
proved, to take whatever action is needed to
prevent a continuaniice of such prices. The
Bill will give that powver. If this House says
that the Government shall not have that
power, it simply means that the House stands
behind the profiteer.

Members: Nonsense!

The HONORARY MINISTER: If hon.
members declare that on such occasions the
State Government should not have the power
for which the measure asks

Hon. J. Nicholson: That is treating the
subject in an extraordinary manner.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I think
it is only a fair statement to make. Some
members have said, in effect, that there is no
necessity for the Bill.

Hon. H1. A. Stephenson: You said so your-
self.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I said
nothing of the hind.

Honl. H. A. Stephenson: You did, in your
second reading speech.

The HONORARY MINISTER: No.

tie present time.
The HONORARY MINISTER: I did not.

sayl that at the present time there is no neces-
sity. for the Bill. I may have used some such
words as that at the present time there was.
very little need for the measure. There are,
however, cases in which inquiry is advisable..
Mi-. Seddon says it is necessary to prove that
exce~slve prices are being charged. If I could
prove that, there would be no need for the
Bill.

Hon. H. Seddon;: I said such instances
AN re necessary to justify the Bill.

The HONORARY MINISTER: From
time to time dissatisfaction is expressed by
various sections of the consuming public;
torn time to time industrial unrest is created
mainly by the fact that wages will not go so
far as they used to do, by reason of increase
il prices.

Hont. W. J. fAmin: Do you expect the
Bill to remnedy that?

The HONORARY MINISTER: I do not.
But there is a gradual demand on the part
of these lpeop~le that some action should be-
taken to lower the prices of essential com-
moldities. When the public are told that the
,casokn for an increase in price is so and so,
they- arc not prepared to accept the state-
nient unless some definite proof is given.
The only means of furnishing- such proof
is investigation of the position. If investi-
gation shows prices to be julstified, the pub-
lie will be satisfied.

Bon. H. Seddon : I agree with you.
The HONORARY MINISTER: If, onl

the other hand, investigation showvs that a
higher price than call be justiled is beinw-
chlarged for a given commodity, particu-
larly for one of the necessaries of life, the
Government should have thc powver to step
in andl say, "This shall not continue any'
longer than we can help." That is all the
power asked fir under the Bill.

lion. H. Seddon: Will the Bill achieve
that purpose?

The HONORARY MINISTER: Of course
it will.

Hon. H. Seddon: You think so'
The HONORARY MIfNISTER: I ain

convinced of it.
Hon. H. Seddon: I do not think so.
Hon. A. J. H. Saw: It will make water

flow uphill.
The HONORARY MINISTER: That is

a ridiculous interjection, becaunse we know



[13 NOVEMBER, 1928.1J2

very well that water will not flow uphill.
I was imuch struck with Mr. Glasheen's. re-
niarks. I wish we had a few more mem-
bers equally fervent in their advocacy of

,co-operation. If the public of this State
would only do as advised by Mr. Glasheen,
thley' could 0f themselves bring about re-
dt~-ions in thle prices of numerous corn-
mnod ities.

Hon. J. Cornell: Labour is opposed to
co-operation.

The HONORARY MINISTER: That is
another absolutely incorrect statement, onl
whIcth opponents of the Bill can build a fine
artriit. Labour has always supportedl
the principle of co-operation. Reverting
to ANir. (ilasbeen t

i remarks, it would bit
very' nice indeed if we could rely upon the
people to adopt co-operation with a view
to reducing the prices of the neeessaries
ofr lire. Unfortunately that is rather a
lull-- process, and inl thle meantime there is
nee d for the 6overnment to possess the
ptters sought under the Bill. I am aware
or what has been accom-aplishied by means
of to-operation both in Western Australia
;ind iii other parts of the world. It is my
experience of thle co-operative movement
that has shown me how totally wrong our
system is in many respect. Thle factor of
deliven' increasies the prices of a large
number of commnodities. Therp is a good
deal in the remarks of 'Mr. Gray onl that
poinit. I do not huink it necessary for me to
dwell upon what happens in the metropoli-
faat area. A. street with half a dozen houses
will lie visited b) hy alf a dozen milk carts,
hialr a dozen butchers and half a dozen
bakers every day.

lion. A. J. H. Saw: I would advise the
Government to bring inl a milk control Bill.

The IJON\ORAflY MINISTER: There
has been a controversy for some consider-
able time regrarding that phase. However,
it is impossible for any Governmnent to
bring in a Bill to deal with every subject
uinder the sun.

Hon. A. J. H. Saw: You are haulkine at
the hurdle.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The
Bill has nothing to do with what hion.
members have referred to. It represent.;
merely an effort onl the part of the Glovern-
ment to secure power to take action, when
satisfied after investigation that it is neces-
sar 'v. -with regrard tn people who charge ex-
tortionatte prices: for the necessaries of life.

.1 do not know that I need say any more
except that I hope the amendment will not
he carried. If we are to reject the Bill, let
it b, dne after there has been a, proper
debate, and members have had an opportu-
nity of saying whether they are prepared
to accept the principle. If they are satis-
tied with thle principle, hut disagree with
some of the provisions of the Bill, let them
niove amendments in Committee. If we
agreeu to the amendment, it will mean pas-

shulg tile Bill otit without giving any oppor-
unity to aiiiend it.

lion. G. W. Miles: Why waste the time
of the House?

The HIONORARY 'MINISTER: If the
lion. member does not agree with the prin-
eilple of the Bill, why does he sit in his
sea e nd not get up and speak. Appar-
entlv lie is one of the lion, members who
is not in accord wvith the principles em-
bodied in the Bill, and so he says it would
be wasting the time of the House if it were
given consideration. I oppose the amend-

HON. E. H. H. HALL (Central-on
&itieidnct)18,33) : 1 wish the Honorary

Minister to know that for once I am. in
agreemient with the overunmnt, and that I
iniend to vote against the amendment moved
b)y -.It. Miles. Although I many at timnes,
eriticise the Glovernment--

The -Honorary Minister: We do not mind
that.

lion. E. 11. Ht. HALL: I am sure the
Honorary Minister would be the last to
deny) me that right. I am opposed to the
amiendmnent. I wish to asure the Honorary
Minister that lie has, with some commend.
ablhe heat, definitely refuted equally definite
statements made in this Chamber that the
Oovernmcnt bad allied themselves with cer-
tain combinations with thle object of keeping
iil) the prices of timber and bricks. I ac-
cept his statement as correct, and that will
influenc myv vote on the Bill. So that the
Bill inns be treated on it;; merits, I shall
vote against the amendment because I do
not think that is the proper way to deal
with it.

HON. H. A. STEPKENTSON ('Metro-
politan-Suburban) [8.341: It is my inten-
tion to vote for the amendment. T Fare
listened attentively to hon. membilers who)
have spoken for and against the Bill. T
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say at once that I ani totally oppiosed to the
arg-uments advanced in favouir of the nice-
sure. In, my opinion the Title of the Bill
is entirely wrong. If I hiad an opportunity
to lprovide it with a freil Title, I would say
that it "'as a "Bill for an Act for the Re-
striction and lDisorgnnisntioii of Trade and
Commerce."

Hon. J, Cornell : Perhapls you will he able
to do that in Committee.

Hon. IH. A. STEPHENSON: I would go
further than that and say that the Bill is a
reflection on, and an insult to, the trading
and commercial eoimnunitv of the State,
which will compare favouirablx' with that of
any other State.

Hon. E. H. Gray: Who attacked it?
Hon. H. A.. STEPHENSON: The Bill

attacks trade and commerce and says-there
are dishonest traders.

The Honorary 'Minister: It says nothing
of the kind.

Hon. H, A. STEPHENSON: We know
what trade and commerce has done for the
British Empire and for Australia. Trade
and commerce represent the life blood ot
the Empire. We hare been knowvn as a na-
tion of shopkeepers, and we are proud of it.
It has built up not only the Old Country,
hut Australia. Neither the Empire nor
Australia ha% been built up on a Bill of the
description now before us, but rather as the
resnit of trade aiid coinerce being allowed
to flow along natural channels. The Bill
attempts to bring about artificial price-fix-
ing. It is merely a g-lorified price-fixing-
B ill. Although the Honorary 'Minister has
declared on two or three occasions, that he
did not say there was no necessity for the
Bill, I repeat that he said he was not at
the present timre in the position tc say there
was any profiteering, or that there was any
necessity for a Bill of this description. He
made a. strong -point of the fact that there
has been much discussion about high prices
but he could tell us of only one association
that had complained.

The Honorary Minister: No.
Hon. H. A. STE'PHENSON: He rcfeed

to the Housewives' Association.
The Honorary Minister: That was in re

ply to an interjection. T can give you others
as well.

Hon. H. A. STEPHENSON: He refer-red
to mneat and bread..

Hon. Sir William Lathinin: And mendinir

Hon. I-I. A. STEPHENSON: And aiko
to ugar, dried fruits and butter.

The 1-onorary vMinister : I made no0 cor1-
plainit about butter and bread.

Hion. H. A. STEPHENSON: Mr. Gray
also stressed the position regarding bread.
We all agree that Mr. Gray knows S0]iiC0-
thing about the baking- trade. We do not
know lhow long lie was enigagedl i it, lint.
lie does seem to know something abeut bread,
if we macy judge from the number of times4
he lias referwred to the baking industry duir-
ing the last few years, The Honorary Mini-
ister referred to a Ro yal Commission of
which he was a. member. -J. understand it
took something like six months before the
members of that Commission were in a po ;i-
tion to present. their report. Some of'the
comimodities that hail been dealt with in the
early stages of the Commission's work were
scarce ait that time, and high prices ruled.
Before the Commission hart fini-shed the in-
quiry, those commodities were a glut on the

market. That simply goes to show how diff-
cult it would he to regulate prices. A great
deal has been said about profiteering,' but to
my mind there is very little of it in Wesit-
era Australia. On that point I agree with
the Honorary Miuister. Peronally I do not
think he was quite fair in his references to
the flour millig industry. It is well known
that the price of bread is controlled by the
price of flouir, which in turn is controlled Inv
the price of wheat. The Honorary Minister
stated that when the report of the Ro 'yal
Commiission was 'resented, it was; set out
in that document that there was some cauise
for alarm regarding the high price of flour,
iand thant the millers had been charg-iu
much hiinher prices for loeal flour than for
overseas sales,. Every husine's mnan knows
that the same position arises in connection
with evry line of goods we have for ex-
port. It is done with butter and with dried
f ruits. The simple reason for that is that
once we produce sufficient for the local mar-
ket, we have to look- somewhere else to place
the balance of our produce. That means that
it we export the goods overseas, -we hare
to sell tiem in the open market and com-
pete against the world. The Honorary
Minister knows as well as I do that when
we send flour to Europe or to the London
market. we are at a. great disadvantage com-
paired with other nations that produce wheat
and flour, on account of our great distance
from the market. Therefore it is necessary
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for the producers in many instances to
charge comiparatively higher price to local
consumers than they get in the world's
market.

Hion, J, Nicholson: They do that with
sugar.

lion. H. k. STE PHENSON: Yes, and
Western Australia pays between £250,000
and £300,000 in taxation and Queensland
gets the benefit. If the Labour Party are
returned to power, they will increase that
burden. That is Western Australia's posi-
tion in relation to sugar! However, let me
finish with the situation regarding flour.
The Honorary Minister knows quite well
that during the last year or -so a judge of
the Federal Arbitration Court has been. tra-
velling throughout Australia inquiring into
the position of the flour-milling trade. That
was done because the mill employees had
asked for a new industrial award. I feel
certain that the Honorary Minister knows
what the decision of that Arbitration Court
judge was, for the decision was given only
a short time ago.

Rlon. E. H. Gray: What judge was that?
Hon. ff. A. STEPHENSON: Judge

Drake-Brockman. I know he will not he
acceptable to the hon. member, who works
ini such a. narrow groove.

Hon. E. H. Gray: He was once the pre-
sident of the Employers' Federation!

Hon. H. A. STEPHENSON: But hie is
now a judge and the hon. member has no
right to east reflections upon that gentle-
mwan. It is not right to make insinuations.

Hon. E. H, Gray: What insinuations?
Hon. H. A. STEPHENSON: The hon.

member referred to the judge whose deci-
sion was final, and he found fault with it
bec-ause he was at one time president of
the Employers' Federation. Is that fair or
just?

lIon. E. H. Gray:- I merely stated a fact.
Hon. H. A. STEPHENLSON: In sum-

ming-up the judge said-

T have formed the conclusion that the pro-
tits maide hr theo inrdustry as it is at present
operated varyv from reasonable to ve ry sinall.

That was the decision given only a few
months ago. In the face of that decision,
would a commissioner appointed under the
Bill find it necesgary' to go farther and in-
quire into the industry? Would we put the
eormis-sIoner over the judge? I think the
Honorary 'Minister knew that that decision

had been given only a few months ago.
WVhy, then, did he not tell the House of it,
instead of going hack three years anL trot-
tinsr out somuething of a different character
altogether?

The Honorary Minister: On a point of
explanation: I never said there was any
necessity for inquiring into flour. The hon.
member is saying I should have done some-
thing- because I had argued that there was
room for inquiry into flour. I never said
anything- of the kind

H-on G. W. Miles: Did you not rend an
extract three years old?

The Honorary Mfinister: 'Yes, I did that.
The PRESIDENT: I am sure the bon.

member willI accept the Honorary Minister's
statement.

Hion, H. A. STEPHENSON: Certainly.
For the beniefit of members I have asked
the secretary of the Flour Millers' Ass5ocia-
Iion to advise me as to actually what takes
place regarding the purchase of wheat, and
how the flour position has been brought
about. I think the better way will be to
read what hie has written. It will speak
for itself And will show that, after all,
these millers about whom we have heard s-)
much are working on a very small profit
indeed.

The Honiorary Minister-. Then they should
b.:- in favour of the Bill.

Hon. H. A. STEPHENSON: You havie
said a great deal about the high price of
bread, and this all comes back to the cost
of wheat. I want to let members know
exartly how the position was brought about.
This letter reads-

The millers' contract with the pool in De-
r-mbor of each veer for the wheat required
for tin whonle of their local hus'ness for the
followinir' 1k months. From the 1st December
to the 30th Jun a1 daily wheat price is fixed
in accordance wvith an nareement between the
millers andl the pool trusteeq at whait 1)urports
to he London parity, and the millers pay those
prices to the p~ool for the weely vmrillinq. s dur-
ing the period named. The price of flour for
local consuimption is; ba.sed on this dlaily xxipeat
price. and automnatieally fluctuates with the
wheat price, being altered whenever wheat
mnoves un) or domu to an extent the equivalent
of 5Sc. per ton of flour.

Although that price is fxed from day to
day on what purports to be London parity.
if the price goes up or down to the equiva-
lent of .5s. per ton of flour the price of
local flour is amended accordingely and the
public is notified. It is published in the
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Press and it dates from midnight on the
day the wheat rises or falls, as the case
may be. This letter continues-

It has frequently happened that several
alterations have taken place in a week. The
amended flour price goes up or down, oper-
ating front midnight ont the day the price of
wheat alters. I mention these details so as
to show that millers are content to operate 6hi
a fixed margin for wheat prices, and do not
seek to obtain any other advantage by delay-
ing the reduction of flour when the wheat
conies down. The reduction of the flour price
is notified on the same day as the wh~eat drops.

1 want members to make a note of this. It
has been pointed out by the Honorary Mttin-

ister that although wheat has fallen very
considerably during the last few month;,
the prices of flour arnd of bread have
remained the same. I will tell you why.
The letter continues-

The position alters after the 30th Juns. The
pool trustees being anxious to know as early
as possible what they arc going to realise f rom
their wheat, have compelled millers to buy their
July to November requirements at the average
pool prices ruling during April, M-ay and June.

They have to buy the balance of their re-
quirements. on the average of April, May
and June to carry them on till the end ofi
the year. The letter eon tinues-

So they kinow exactly what their wheat for
flouir for local consumption is going to cost
then for thle remiainlder of the year.

They know exactly then what their wheat
is going to east them fromn the end of June
to -the end of the year on the average of
April, May and June. Therefore it make3
no difference how much the price goes up or-
goes down. -During this year they bought
at that fixed price, and the market has
since fallen something like is. per bushel.

[Ion. G. W. Miles: About Sd. per bushel.
Hon. H. A. STEPHENSON: It is prac-

tically Is. Although the consumer is at a dis-
advantage this year on account of the Lon-
don market easing,, it is quite possible that
next year the price will go up, and so the
thing will regulate itself.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: The new season's
wheat will alter that.

Hon. H. A. STEPHENSON: They have
bought all their requirements up to the end
of t he year. In any event, there will be
very little new wheat used in the making of
bread till the end of December.

Hon. Sir Williamn Lathlain: This is the
only information we have had in regare te
the price of bread since the debate starbzd.

Hon. H. A. STEPHENSONN: The letter
continues-

It is quite likely that next year the arrange-
mnlt will work out the other way. Bunt millers
recognise that it is wrong in principle, and
are hopeful that a definite agreement can be
made with the wheat pool,

They have no say in it. Eighty per cent.
of the wheat grown in Western Australia
goes into the voluntary pooi. I have noth-
ing to say against the voluntary pool. The
farmer is quite justified in putting his wheat
wherever he likes. Then there is another
thing in regard to the export business. The
letter continues --

Export business both front the Eastern
States and from Western Australia is done at
very little above cost, a fact whielh the public
is loth to believe.

They will not believe it, although it has
been proved before a judge of the Arbi-
tration Court. The letter continues-

Sot which has been proved to bie the ease
to thle satisfaction of Judge Drakc-Brockman
who investigated the position in the recent mill
enmployees, ease in the Arbitration Court.

J have given members the decision of the
judge. The letter proceeds-

Seeing that Practically no profit can be
looked for front export, which, however, is
necessary to provide sufflict bran. and pol-
lard, the millers have to rely onl the local flouir
market to return them a sufficient profit to give
them a, reasonable return on the capital in-
rested. Western Australia has a ioucha larger
proportion of milling capacity to population
titan has anyv of thle Eastern States, and in con-
sequence a miuch larger proportion of her out-
put has to be sent Overseas at little or no
Profit, Jin New South Wales over 50 per cent.
of the output is sold locally, in Victoria, in
South Australia more than one-thirdi goes to
the local market, hut in Western Australia 6daly
one-fourth of the flour output is absorbed in
thle State. It will thus be apparent that with
a smaller profit per ton on local sales the East-
ern States miller is able to show the same re-
turn onl his capital as the West Australian
miller can get with a larger profit per ton.
The whole Position gets back to secutring a,
reasonable return Olt capital, and the millers in
ithis State do0 not do0 any better, and in most
,Cases niot as well as, millers in. the Eastern.
States with lower prices and a larger local
trade.

I think I have proved conclusively that the
millers are not making an exorbitant profit
on their milling operations, It has been
shown that they buy their wheat based as
near as possible on London parity, and it
has been shown that their profit is very
small. So I think that explodes the iden
that there is any necessity for a commis-
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sioner to be appointed to investigate the
prices of flour and bread to-day; especially
since it is only just recently that a judge
of the Arbitration Court went thoroughly
into the mualer rigidt through tWe States, and
has given his award.

lHon. E. H. Gray: WVhat about the
bakers' combine to keep up the price of
bread?

Rion. H1. A. STEPHENSON: I have
been giving you the facts, and you cannot
get away from them. They have been gono
into and evidence has been given by the
bakers.tinmyself am a householder, and I
say that the service to-day is quite equal to
anything we have had in the past.

hion. E.- H-. Gray: But should it not ho
better than it is 9

flon. H. A. STEPHENSON: I take it
the high price of bread depends largely on
the award of the Arbitration Court, the
wages paid to the carters delivering the
bread. It is very costly indeed. I often
see opposite my gate three or four bread
carts standing for a considerable time while
the drivers might he getting on with their
deliveries; but they are discussing the Perth

Cuor the Melbourne Cup, or something
else, and so killing time. I know the hon.
member will not believe that, but I assure
him- it is one of the factors that serve to
put up the price of bread.

Hon. J. Nicholson: I suppose the bread
carters were not anywhere near a shop)
bearing the sign, "I1 communicate with
Hobart'' I

}lon. H. .N. STEPHENSON: Another
item -referred to by the Honorary Minister
was meat. I can quite understand the
housewives getting perturbed about thct
high price of meat. As a rule it is a very
simple mantter to find out what has increased
the price of meat. Every schoolboy of 12
years of age in Western Australia could
have told the Honorary Minister what had
caused the high Price of meat.
The cause of the high price of meat is the
very dry season, and if those housewives
had taken the trouble to communicate withi
their si4ers-the wNives of the farmers arid
pas;toralists in this State-they would have
ver- soon learned why meat was so dear.
Many of those women know that there was
not a Particle Of meat fit for killing. They'
saw the lambs and sheep and cattle dying
while the people in the city were complain-
ing because they had to pay a high price

for meat. The cause was the dry season
and owing, to the lack of feed, the stock
could not be fattened. flow could a measure
of this kind alter that?

Ron. J. Nicholson: The Government are
going to alter the law of supply and de-
wiand!

Hon. H. A. STEPHENSON: If we could
get a Bill by the mere waving of which
we could bring down rain, it would be quite
easy to regulate the price of meat, and
there would be no question about getting
cheap meat. The thing would regulate it-
seif. lIt is because of the law of supply
and demand that the,' price of meat has
been high. As there was no rain and no
feed, there was no fat stock. In isolated
parts there were a few head of fat stock,
and when they reached the market they
were rushed, and it became a matter of the
survival of the fittest as to who got them.
That state of affairs, however, lasted for
only a short while. I have heard people
complain because potatoes rose to £12 or
£14 per ton. They said, "It is a crying
shame; we want price fixing." But three
or four weeks afterwards when the bulk of
the season's digging came into the market,
the price went down to £3 or £4l per ton,
and the poor fanner who was growing the
potatoes was losing £5 or £ 6 per ton. But
no one cried from tie housetops that the
poor farmers growing the potatoes were los-
in- £5)9 or £6 per ton. We never heard of
that. I have known potatocs in the other
States to come down so low in price that it
was difficult to give them away. I have
known farners in Victoria and Tasmania
to get 10 or 1.5 tns per acre and they could
not afford to dig, them. They could not even
get anyone to take them away for the dig-
ging. That sort of thing is likely to be re-
peated here. I have bought Western Aus-
tralian potatoes at £3 per ton, and having
bought them I knew not what to (10 with
them.

Hon. E. H. Gray: They make good pig
feed,

Hon. H. A. STEPHTENSONK: But where
are the pigs? How many pigs are there
in Western Australia to-day?

The Honorary 'Minister: The consumer
g.ot the beneft of that.

Hon. H. A. STEPHENSON: Of course
he did.

Hon. J. Cornell: Do those droughts
affect the brewer?
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Hon. A. J. HI. Saw: Is it the dry season this glorified price-fixing measure could have
that sends up the price of beenl

Hon. H. A. STEPHENSON: It is said
that life is made up of surprises. I re-
ceived at surprise to-day when I beard the
speeches of Mr. Cornell and Mr. Glasheen.
The Honorary Minister, in his second read-
ing speech, referred to sugar. He said that
a certain thing had happened during the
last few months, and that if a-measure like
this had been on the statute-hook, it would
have been impossible for such a thing to
occur. I think he wvas referring to the
action of the Retail Grocers' Association,
because he said they would not sell sugar
to anyone unless the purchaser bought other
groceries of a certain value. At first sight
that does not seem fair, and it does require
a little explanation. During those few weeks
it was common enough to hear women
talking in the street and in the tramears-
particularly in the trameurs-to this effect,
"How are you getting on for sugar during
the strike P"I ''1nt all right; I wvent around
to all the stores and I bought 2lbs; here,
2lbs. there, and 2lbs. somiewhere else, so
that I now have 12 or 15 lbs. of sugar stowed
away. I am all right; I do not care if the
strike lasts another couple of months."

The Honorary Minister: Did you hear
that?

Hon. J. J. Holmes: We all heard it.
Hon. H. A. STEPHENSON: I am not

in the habit of making- statements that I
cannot confirm. That is the sort of thing
that has been going onl. Some people even
tried to get bags of sugar from the whole-
salers.

Hon. 3. Nicholson: Would not a eommis-
sioner regulate all thatl

Hon. H. A. STEPHENSON: That its
what the Honorary Minister said. If we
had a measure of this kind, according to
him, that sort of thing could not happen.
Let me tell members what the Retail
Grocers' Association did. I think everyone,
except our friends seated near the Honorary
Mlinister, will agree that the shortage of

sugar was brought about by the shippingr
.::ike. If the Honorary Minister does not
know, he should know that the sugar posi-
tion in Western Australia to-day is con-
trolled by the Queensland Sugar Board. T
believe that board was brought into exist-
fece by the Queensland Government in con-
junction with the Commonwealth Govern-
ment. The price of sugar is fixed, so that

no effect inii eguIlating the price of that
commodity in this State. A few weeks be-
fore the strike ended there was 150 tons of
sugar on the Perth wharf, and it was
ruioured that the whole of it was to be
sent to the manufacturers. Immediately
the president of the Retail Grocers' Associa-
l ion learned of that, lihe sent a telegramn to
the Prime Minister as follo3ws:--

Representing retail grocery trade this State
also as intermediary agents for public in dis-
tribution sugar, protest against consideration
solely given naunufacturers delivery hundred
fifty tons sugar Perth wbarf. Respectfully
submit sugar requirements of pulblic consumer's
paramount even at expense of smaull niniufac-
turing section. Sugar ess-ential domestic food
especially families growing children. Under-
stand even when ' 'iibooia ' sugar landed
public requirements cannot lbe fully supplied
for- two or three weeks who,, sugar deliveries
expected become normnal.

in reply the Prime Minister wired--

Your telegramk sixth regarding sugar ques-
tion, has been referred to the Queensland Sugar
Board.

On that telegramL being referred to the
Queensland Sugzar Board, a great part of
the 150 tons was delivered to the retail
grocers who, to the best of their ability,
distributed it to tile consuming public. At
that time another 90 tons of sugar was
landed from the "Woolgar," and it was in -
tended to give that sugar to the nnufaeI
turers, a majority of whom rise sugar
merely for confectionary and biscuit mak-
ing, etc. That is a very different proosi-
tion from iR4 being, used for general con-
sumption. Tile secretary' of the Retail
Grocers' Association, after having been in-
formed tliat the previous telegram had been
ref erred to the Queensland Sugafr Board.
(ommunicated directly with that board, and
the 90 tons of sugar was made available for
distribution to the public. That is the real
Position regarding the suigar landed during
thle recent strike. I have a long letter deal-
in,- with the matter that explains the wvbole
position of the retail grocers, but I do not
intend to read the letter. It shows that they
did all they reasonaly and humanly couldl
do, and that the Honorary Minister's state-
muent that with legislation of this kind such
,a thing could not have occu.rred, wvas not
correct. The price of sugar is fixed by the
Queensland Sugar Board and the retail
grocers have to pay cash to get it at 4d.
per lb. They have to buy not less than a
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half-ion lot, and that, at -4d. Per Ilb., costs
ne fi. ~ Many of the grocers are not iii

;position topycash, and therefore have
to miake other financial arrangements,
'111ev arc p~ermIittedl to sell it at 4'/2 d. 13cr lb.,
whichi represniti '/ d. on the cost. That
works out at 11 per cent. on their turnover.
It is in.ossible for any grozer to carry on
a husiness profitably with a profit of only
11 per cent. on sugar, especially as sugar
represents about one-eighth of the turnover

ofa grocery busciness. I do not want to
Wear z iwi'tiinfirs much IongVt., hut T eould1
talk for a long time on this mecasure. I wish
t o say' a few words regarding the statements
mande by 'Mr. Olasimeen. Hle is of opinion
that comipel ition is not the sould of trade.
-All T can say i. that T have had 40) rearS'
experience as a business man, a9nd I krnw
that conmpetition does control trade. Of
that there is; no question. Mr. Olasheen sairt
the company of wrhich he was a member hadl
found co-operation a g-ood thing. No doubt
it is. He wvent further and said that the
company had cut out the middleman. I
say they have done nothing of the kind. T
go even further and say' that the companyx
to which the bon. member referred hare
made as much mnoneyi as an 'y other produce
firm out of jute, fertiliser, secwingf twine
aind that sort of thin-g. I e'icve T am 1-rit
in saying that to-day the company in ques-
tion belong to a priee-ffixing organisation
and sell at specified prices.

lon. E. H. H. Hall: Like the- State trad-
ing concerns.

Hoil. It1 .%. ,TR PIETON I leave it
to Mr. 41lasheen to say whether I ami righit
or wrong. The middleman cannot he cut
out, because the community cannot do with-
oiut his mjonepy or without his: brains. A
regards the export wheat business, one m1anl.
representing an outside firm, was paid a
conimisz:jn on the whole of the wheat sent
to any part of the world except to the
United 1(-inLedom. Where does the cuttinr
out of the middleman come i Morenor.
the eroiniimnv in question hare to pay' a comn-
mission to their azent in London. I do not
like an lion. niember to make a statement
that je not quite true.

Hon. W. T. (ilasheen : 'What is the state-
nient?~

Hon, H. A. S-TEPHENSON: T do not
think it necessary for me to repeat my re-
ma rks. The hon. member has been absent
from the Chamber.

HON. G. FRASElR (West) [9.18] 1
oppose the amendment, firstly, because the
reason given by the mover of it was not
genuine.

The Honorary 211 mister: Be careful.
lon. 0. FRASER: That statement is

(4Lite correct. The reason was certain asser-
tions just previously made by the Honorary
Minister. However, the mover of the amend-
Meilt was on his feet to move it before the
f Louse adjourned for tea, whilst the Honor-
arv Minister dlid not speak until after tea.
Thierefore the reason put forward was in-
correct. It has beams said that all the argu-
ments advanced in favour of the Bill are
finnsv. During thie course of the debate I
have failed to observe anything flimisier
than the argument used by th2 mover of the
amendment. IWai Only contention was as to
hig-h rents. Heb said that the Government
had combiiined with various people to keep
up the prices of bricks and timber. M1r.
(Gray hasi stated that the high rents prevalent
in the Fremantle district are causing the
locail governingo lo'iy some concern, and
even cauzsing them to permit people to live
in condemned houses, The excuse as to high
prices of bricks an(] timber therefore does
niot hold1(y ood ini the Fremantle district,
where high rents are charged for ramshackle

dwlig.Some of these buildings have ex-
isted for 30 or 40 y'ears.

lon. Sir Willia Lathisin: Yes; but in.-
stead of one tenar.t wanting them now, six
tenant., are wanitina them.,

ilomi. C. FRASER: From the revenue-
prodlucimig aspect it is a different thing. In
aluiost ev part of the Fremantle district
ramishackle huildings are let at absolutely
ridiculous rents. The more prolonged the de-
bate, the mnore convinced am I of the need
for the measure. 'Most of the opposition to
the Bill Mes fram311 tRders.. Vrious, reasons
have been advanced why the Bill should be
defeated. Sir William Lathisin admitted
thint hie hinmsclf has done a little profteering.

lion. Sir William Lathisin:- I never did.
Ifon. 0. FRASER: The hon. member

staten that he hadl boughit certain hats at
42,. and had sold them at 65z.-

HRon Sir William Lathlain: Yes. Ise that
p'rofiteerinag?

Hon. 0. FRASER: To my war of think-
inz it is.

]lon. Sir William Lathlain: 1 sold some
of those hat3 at 2c. ld.

1835
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Hon. G. FRASER: That is the hon. mem-
ber's fault in over-buying that particular
line.

Hon. J. ,J. Holmes: Then the lion. mciii-
her wants over-building in Fremantle.

Hon. (I. FRA6ER: Over-building there
would improve dwellings and reduce rents.
A phase not yet mentioned is one into
which everybody is drawn at some time.
Then we have to pay and look pleasant.
I refer to the undertaking business. Un-
doubtedly there is a good deal of pro-
fiteering in that linie. A man -who worked in
the trade supplied toe a couple of years atgo
with considerable information as to the busi-
ness. That unfortnution, which I regret I
have not available here, absolutely convinced
me that undertaking is one of the best lines
of business. Probably 1 shall choose it if ever
I go into trade. Reverting to the question
of rents ait Fremnantle, a well-kntow Perth
financier purchased a row of shops there
and immediately doubled the rents. There
was an outcry. and the result was the intro-
duction into another place of a Bill to estab-
lish a fair rents court. We have been asked
to quote instances; that is an actual in-
stance, though (bating back two or three
years.

Hon. W. T. Glaslicen: Did the man get
tenants9 at the double rents?

Honn. G. FRASEjR: Tenants naturally are
obtainable when a place is progressing.

Hon. W. T. Glasheen: Is it not remark-
able that private enterprise does not build
there, then?

Hon. 0. FRASER: At that time there
was not the sant opportunity to build as
there is now.

Hon. J. J. Hohnes: Was not that L.
Abrahams, who g-ot out of the country 7

Hon. 0. FRASER: T think Mir. Holmes
knows the places to which I refer.

Hon. J. J,. Holmes: Abrahams had themi
and cleared out.

Hon. G. FRASER:- That is so. There was
much complaint when the price of bread
was rased. We do not yet know wbether the
increase was justified.

Hon. Sir William TLathlaun: M~r. Ste-
phenson proved it to you.

Hon. G. FRASER: Mr, Stephenson may
have proved it to the hont. member's way
of thinking, but not to mine. If the inas-
-ure had heen in operation at that time, the
people would at any rate have had the
satisqfaction of knowing whether the in-

itrease was justified or not. Further, the
inater bakers, thanks to their combination,
were also able to enforce the increased
price on every individual in the metropoli-
tan area. Mr. Gray spoke of their great
Organisation.

Hion. E. H:. H. Hall: Your party are to
blamne for that.

Hon. G. FRASER: In what way?
Hon. E. H. H. Hall: You have shown

them how to organise.
Hon, G. FRASER: I hope, then, that

bon. members wviil also learn something
fromi us and support this measure. The
organisation was not only able to enforce
the price, butt to prevent any customer
troin leaving one baker to deal with
another no matter for what reason.
Such a position is wrong, and there should
be a statute enabling the Government to
deal with it. t have pleasure in opposing
time antendmient, and hope it will he de-
feated. It the Chamber is not satisfied
with the Bill, let hon. members vote against
it straight out. The measure should
nt be defeated by a subterfuge. Let it be

defeated honestly.
R~on. Sir Wiliam Lathinin: Do not you

think many of uis were honest and said
definitely what we think about the BillI

HOn. 06. FRASER: Quite so. But let
the hon, member continue with his honesty.

flon. Sir William Lathitin: From the
very inception I said distinctly what I
thouight about the Bill.

Hon. 0. FRASER: Then do not let
there be any subterfuge in defeating the
13i11

Hon. Sir WVilliamn Lathlaun: There is no
subterfuge.

Hon. 0. FRASER: Then the hon. mem-
ber must vote against the amendment, so
that the Bill itself may go to the vote.

HON. C. B. WILLIAMS (South) [9.28):
1 have been satished from the very outset
that there is no chance of the Bill being
carried, but I wish to draw attention to
the illogical attitude of some hon. mem-
bers, as visualised by me. Some weeks ago
the Government were taken to task for
their unwillingness to have a select corn-
mittee eappointed in reference to another
matter, and those hon. members said, "If
you have nothing to hide, why oppose the
select committee?9" 1 hold that there is
need for this anti-profiteering measure be-
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cause of the attitude some bon. members
have taken up, saying there is no need for
the Bill. Why? Most of them are in busi-
ness themselves.

hon. If, A. Stephenson: Is that a
crime?

Hon. C. B. WVLLLIAMS: Certainly not.
The argument is that the.Gorenment have
placed before uts a Bill which is in the
interests of the people as a whole. Certain
members oppose it, saying there is no need
for it. During the war there was need for
such a measure, and it was put into opera-
tion. Have the traders of Western Aus-
tralia become any more honest than they
were then? Evidently the Government of
that day thought the traders were not to
be trusted, and so put an anti-profiteering
measure on the statute-book. The present
G'orerument desire to protect the people by
this Bill. The measure will not pre-
vent a trader from making- an honest
profit, but it will operate against
those who have taken advantage of
laws; of the country that hare enabled them
to do just as they liked in fixing prices that
niay have been extortionate. Those -who
hare opposed the Bill have not put up any
sound arTuments to controvert the state-
mnents of the Honorary Minister regarding
the necessity for the Bill. Mr. Stephenson
dieLt with flour millers and grocers, and
quoted refei-ences to the Grocers' Associa-
tioin regarding sugar. But sugar is already
dealt with by the Commonwealth Govern-
ment, so that no Bill that the State can
pass can affect that commodity! The hon.
member did not touch on any other items.

Ion. H. A. Stephenson: I referred to
flour and meat and butter.

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: I was not pre-
sent to hear the hon, member refer to but-
ter, and meat has nothing to do with rocers.
There are other bon. members of this Rouse
that look after the beef industry pretty well.
The Government have done somethiing to-
wards stopping profiteering in meat.

Hon. J, J, Holmes: They closed up
butchers' shops!

lion. C. B. WILL.I S:- Probably there
would be no trouble experienced in opening
them up again.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: They would not be
any better.

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: That may be
the hon. member's opinion, but when the
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butchiers' shops were open, they kept the
profits of the other butchers down to a you-
sonable figure.

The Chief Secretary: And we did not
shut the shops up at all.

Hon. C, B. WILLIAMS: No, -that was
donei by a previous Government at the be-
tiest olf the butchers' combine. A-s members
said to the Government a little while ago
when they urged the appointment of a
select committee to investigate the ad minis-
tint iou of the Main Roads Board, that the
Government shonid agree to that request if
they had nothing to hide, now if the bush-
]Less people have nothing to hide, why
should not the Bill become law?

Hlon. II. A. Stephenson: We haye not
asked for, it.

1-lon. C. 1B. WVILLIMS: What has that
to do with the argument in favour of dhe
s;elect committee?

Hoifi. F. Fl. H. Hall: But if the Bill will
compel a trader to sell something at a pric
fixed hb- the Prices Regulation Corumis-
sioner, what about; that?

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: The ConmiS-
sioner will fix a price. that will represent a
fair and reasonable profit, not an extortion-
ate profit.

Hion. HT. A. Stephenson: But he may lit
a bad judge of what is a profitable price.

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: If so, he may
he shifted from his position. I heard thec
hion. inember speak about his business, and
1 ag-ree with him that we would hare no
right to interfere with him in the conduct
of his business, so long as lie keeps within
a reason able profit.

Ron. J. J, Holmes: Youi bleed men for
25sq. beffore you allow them to work I

lion. C. B. WILLIAMS: That is uot so.
A man gets Lull value for his 25s. and there
is nothing- extortionate about it. For ft
Ipaymnent of that amount, he gets work at
a reasonable wage and he gets protection as
well. It is the checapest form of protection
that any man canl get. It hai provided work
for thousands of people and enabled some
to get where I am to-day. Without the
union and the payment. of 25s., I wouldI
never be in the position 1 occupy to-day.
My 25s. has been repaid to me a thousand-
fold,

Hon. J. J. Holmes: That is because of
your organisation,

H1on. C. B. WILLIAMTS: And the Gov-
ernment wish to organise the business coin-
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munity in the interests of the pliblic, who
provide the cash. I have been silent on
most occasions in this House but I can-
not be silent at present, for I have not
beard one argument against the Bill that
should weigh with hion. members. I fail
to see the logic in their attitude, which
is based on what suits themselves.
W\hen it suits them, members will twist
rapidly. Why not be logical and, if they:
have nothing to bide, adopt the samei atti-
tiude as they adopted towards the 'Main
Roads Select Committee? They say the.
business interests of the country have no-
thing to be afraid of. If that is so, let uii
have the pric-fixing commissioner. If what
we have been told is correct, he will say that
nio undue profits are made onl the -sale of
flour. A High Court judge has already de
cided in that direction, so no harm would
be done if we appointed a price-fixing- coi-
missioner from that standpoint. Then we
hare heard about the position of grocers.
if what Mr. Stephenson said is correct and
there is no profiteering in connection with,
the grocers, then the Government need not
persevere with the Bill. But are business

-men generally any more hrinest than they
were during the war lperiod, when, in then
interests of the community at large, it was
found necessary to introduce leg-islation to
prevent business people fleecing thephle
[ have 'yet to learn that that generation has
died out, or that the lessons learned in those
days hare made traders more honest. '!%r.
Milei apparently did not give any considera-
tion to (lhe anlendinent he moved. He mnerely
got up and in a few words moved that thle
Bill he read this day six months. He has
not attempted to reply to any of the argu-
ments against his amendment. I Oppose the
-imendment anid support the Bill.

Amendment put, and a division taken with
tile following result-

Ayes
Woes

Majority for

Anz

Hon.. J. Ewing
Ron. 1U. H. Rantis
Hon. J. J. Holmes
Hon. 0. A. Hamipton
Hon. Sir W. F. Lathief n

n-on. A. Lotakin
HOD. W. 3. Mann
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Honl. J. Nicholson
Hon. F. Rose
Hon. A. J. H. Saw
Hon. H-. A. Stephenson
Ron. C. H. Wittenonin
Ron. H. .1. Velland
Hon. G. W. Mites

(Teller.)

Ns

Hon. J- Cornell
Hon. J. M4. Drew
Hion. W . T . Glas~heen
Hon. E. 1-. H1. Hall

Han. W. H. Hitson
Hon. H. Seddon
lion. C. D. Williams
lIon. G. Fraser

(?flleT.)

PAIR.
AnB. No.

IL Stewart R ot, 0. H. Gray

Amendment thus passed; the Bill de-
feated.

House adjourned at 9.40 p.m.

tegisltfiw Counctil,
Wednesday, 14th November, 1926.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
PAin.. ;,nd read prayers.

QUESTION-LAND TAX AND
RAILWAY FREIGHTS.

Tioit. f4. STEWART asked the Chief
Secretary: 1, What revenue was collected
fronm the land tax for the financial years
enided .30th June, 1.92.5, 1926, 1927, and 1928,

respectively? 2. How muach of that revenue
in each rear was utilised for the reduction
of railway freights?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
Year ended 30th June, 1925, £113,867; year
ended .30th June, 192fl, £145,830: year enided
.30th Junie, 1927, £147,415; year ended 30th
June, 1928, £162,906. 2, N \o specific sumn
was set aside for this purpose, but thle esti-
ma ted amounts required to cover reductions
in railway revenue due to revision of rates
wer~e: rear ended 30th Ju-ne. 1925, £7,000


